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Dianne and Steve Wright started their alpaca ranch with two animals which quickly grew to 12 and a new 
business venture of raising alpacas on their Wandering Pines Ranch in Weiser. Dianne’s love for knitting and 
crocheting led them into purchasing their first two huacaya alpacas so Dianne could make her own high-
quality yarn. They now breed their alpacas and Dianne sells her yarn and handcrafted items at bazaars, craft 
shows and at Second Chance Consignment. 

• Concrete 
• Blocks
• Drain Rocks

Shannon Williams
208-355-2245

Golden Rule 
Feed Bunks
Adjustable Dairy 
and Bull Bunks

Midvale Sand & 
Gravel & Concrete

by Nicole Miller
 Dianne Wright has been crochet-
ing and knitting for years, but about 
eight years ago, she decided she was 
having too much trouble finding the 
right yarn.
 She wanted a high-quality product 
with the right texture and colors, but 
nothing met her requirements, so she 
decided to make her own.
 Dianne and husband, Steve, de-
cided to buy two huacaya alpacas 
and purchased a new property to 
start an alpaca farm. They started 
out with two but ended up buying 12 
more. Their all-things alpaca busi-
ness, Wandering Pines Ranch, was 
off to an adventurous start.
 The shearing season begins in 
spring, the couple gathering approxi-
mately two pounds of fiber from 
each alpaca. From there, the fibers 
go through a skirting (cleaning and 
filtering process), followed by wash-
ing and drying on racks. Then the 
fibers are picked apart. While the 
Wrights did the picking process by 
hand for a number of years, they now 
use a picking machine. Then the fib-
ers are “carded” or layed out in a line 
to prep the wool for spinning. 
 Although the Wrights, at times, 
get enough wool to send out for mill 
processing, Dianne said she enjoys 
taking sheared fiber and finishing 

it by hand. When she wants spe-
cific colors, she will dye the lighter 
colors, or tint the brown wool, but 
she has found she likes her wool best 
in the all-natural colors. They also 
raise sheep and sometimes combine 
the two wools for a stronger and 
softer texture.
 From there she can sell the yarn in 
natural or hand-dyed shades, or she 
can use the yarn to make her own 
hand-knitted and crocheted prod-
ucts.  
 The Wrights also breed their alpac-
as. Males are ready for breeding at 3- 
to 4-years-old, and females need to 
be at least 3-years-old. Alpaca gesta-
tion is 11 months long, so they try 
to plan the breeding for spring births. 
They did breed all their females, but 
it is too early yet to tell which ones 
will have babies this spring.
 Wright sells her yarn and hand-
crafted items at bazaars and craft 
shows, as well as through a small dis-
play at Second Chance Consignment 
in Weiser. Before COVID, she was 
able to do 20 or more shows a year, 
but since then the number of shows 
has decreased significantly. She is 
hopeful to have a couple Christmas 
shows this fall. 
 Growing their alpaca ranch has 
been a true labor of love. The prop-
erty took a lot of work to get the in-

frastructure of corrals and pastures 
ready for the alpacas. 
 Each year, the shearing takes them 
several evenings as there are only 
the two of them and they make sure 
to take the time to trim the hooves 
and teeth as well. They spend about 
half an hour with each animal, and 
as Wright also works full time, they 
only do their shearing work in the 
evening. 
 Alpacas played a key role in the 
Incan culture that was located on 
the high Andean Plateau and moun-
tains of South America. They were 
first imported to the United States in 
1984. 
 There are two types of alpaca – the 
Huacaya and the Suri. The difference 
is in the type of fleece carried by the 
alpaca. The alpaca’s average life 
span is about 20 years.
 Since alpacas were barely known 
in the U.S. in the 1980s, alpaca farm-
ing is a relatively young industry. 
 Native to the mountain regions of 
South America, most of the world’s 
alpacas still live in Peru, Bolivia, 
and Chile. The appeal of this low-
impact livestock is growing because 
of the animal’s soft fleece and very 
cute faces. Alpacas are now success-
fully raised and enjoyed throughout 
North America and in many coun-
tries abroad.

Wandering Pines Ranch 
raises alpacas for yarn

FREE ice with any 12 pack purchase!

Hours:
Open 7am -9pm Mon. - Sat.

8am - 8pm Sun.

8 Pc
Fried Chicken
 & JoJo Dinner 

$12.99
208-414-5656 (JoJo)

Corner of Pioneer & W 7th

To those who work in acres, 
not hours, we thank you!

Available by Appointment 5 days a week
Walk-ins welcome 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Monday-Friday Including Lunch Hour
Serving the upper country in Cambridge on Monday

683 E. Third • 549-0211 

Specializing in Affordable Primary 
Care for the Whole Family

Two Rivers Medical Clinic, P.A.
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Serving Eastern Oregon 
and Western Idaho

Crop Protection • Crop Nutrition
Small Grains • Forage • Corn Seed

315 W. Commercial • 208-549-2143

208-414-1302 
283 E Commercial St. 
Weiser, ID 83672 
www.comfortzoneweiser.com CCB#116071 

Family owned and operated since 1982

ONTARIO - (541)889-4214                  BOISE - (208)336-7505
1400 N. VERDE DRIVE                          6619 S. SUPPLY WAY     

WWW.TREASUREVALLEYSTEEL.COM

STEEL ROOFING & SIDING
24 Colors Available - Galvanized - Zinc Alum 

 Copper Penny - Cor 10
Complete Line of Accessories • Soffit • 3’ Tuff Rib Panel 
 3’ Pro Panel • 2 1/2” / Corrugated Panel • Standing Seam 

 2’ Delta Rib • 3’ Apex • 3’ PBR • 3’ Gulf Coast

40 Year Full Paint Warranty • Weather X Paint System

NOW MANUFACTURING FULL METAL BUILDING KITS!NOW MANUFACTURING FULL METAL BUILDING KITS!

Alfalfa hay is averaging around $200 per ton this year. Widespread drought and 
strong commodity prices have made this year anything but typical. Frank Fuller 
is pictured above baling his last cutting of hay. The demand for hay this year has 
been strong and most have already been sold. Photo by Sarah Imada
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by Nicole Miller
 The Kindall family has 
been raising honeybees in 
Cambridge since the 1960s. 
 Now fifth generation 
beekeeper Collin Kindall 
and wife, Hannah, have ex-
panded the farm to open the 
Kind-2-All Honey Store in 
Cambridge. 
 Honey is harvested 
from bees all over the lo-
cal area from Mann Creek, 
Midvale, Cambridge, and 
Council. 
 Collin Kindall began 
helping his grandfather, 
Joe Kindall, as a summer 
job from a very young age. 
He found his passion for 
agriculture through work-
ing each summer and knew 
early on he wanted to fol-
low in his Grandfather’s 
footsteps. Learning from 
generations of experience, 
Collin has been beekeeping 
full-time for three years. 
 Owning a honey stand 
had always been his grand-
father’s dream and when 
Collin’s wife Hannah start-
ed making beeswax prod-
ucts, they realized it could 
become a reality with great 
potential. 
 Collin worked with his 
brother, Nathan Kindall, 
extensively as they have 
built this new business. 
Nathan is a freshman at the 
University of Idaho, major-
ing in ag business and he 
too hopes to return and help 
the family run the shop and 
expand the business down 
the road. 
 Nathan designed the 

website – www.kind2all-
honey.com, and helped de-
velop the name. 
 The name of the store is 
a play on their last name 
and two brothers going into 
business together. They 
like the play on words as 
well as the fact that the 
name sends an uplifting 
message. 
 “These days especially, 
we truly believe you should 
be kind to everyone!” Kin-
dall said. 
 The store will carry not 
only local honey, but prod-
ucts created from the bee’s 
biproducts. Hannah makes 
beeswax/honey products, 
including cold process 
soaps, hand rolled beeswax 
candles, lotion bars, beard 

balms, boot wax, chap-
stick, and honey sticks. 
These products are high 
quality, handmade, and 
reduce the waste of pol-
linating insects, helping to 
further serve the local envi-
ronment. 
 As a special bonus to the 
consumer, they will also 
offer a variety of crafts, 
hand knitted hats, earrings, 
signs, and window paint-
ings. Several vendors will 
add to the shop with hand-
crafted products.
 “Our goal is to have an 
assortment of great prod-
ucts to keep customers in-
trigued,” Kindall said. 
 The harvest is busiest 
in August and September, 
followed by a busy season 

of prepping and/or relocat-
ing the hives for winter. 
Throughout the harvest 
season, the family has also 
been preparing for the Oc-
tober opening of the new 
store. 
 The store will be open 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday. The hours 
will vary in the winter as 
the store will be a season-
al shop. Exact hours will 
be posted on Kind-2-All 
Honey social media pages 
found on Instagram and 
Facebook.
 According to the Idaho 
Honey Industry Associa-
tion, Idaho currently regis-
ters over 124,000 colonies 
of bees and is viewed as 
a major honey-producing 
state, producing 3,300,000 
pounds of honey each year. 
 Not only is the honey 
a valuable crop, but bee-
keeping is also incredibly 
important to the agriculture 
industry as honeybees are 
responsible for polliniz-
ing 80 percent of all fruit, 
vegetable, and seed crops 
in the U.S.
 Buying local honey not 
only helps local small busi-
nesses and local farms, it’s 
also healthy for the con-
sumer. Raw honey has anti-
bacterial, anti-viral, and 
anti-fungal properties, and 
promotes digestive health. 
Raw, local honey also con-
tains a blend of local pol-
len, which can strengthen 
a person’s immune system, 
and reduce pollen allergy 
symptoms.

Bee Kind-2-All Honey 
Store opens in Cambridge

The Kindall family in Cambridge recognizes the benefit of honey bees and have been raising bees since the 
1960s. Collin and Nathan Kindall, fifth generation beekeepers worked at creating the new store called Kind-
2-All Honey Store. Collin’s wife, Hannah, makes candles, lotion bars, soaps and many other items from the 
bee’s bi-products. Come visit the store and enjoy the many benefits of honey. Pictured below is Collin and 
Hannah with their children Carter and Rainey.

Our 
Quotes 
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Horton Farms
Harmon, Terry & Brandi

2574 School Road
Midvale, Idaho 83645

(208) 355-2315

T-L Irrigation Systems Are Hydraulic Drive
Proven Technology That Works

•Building Materials
•Roofing
•Insulation DIY or Installed
•Interior Doors & Trim
•Exterior Doors & Windows

•Cabinets
•Composite Decking
•Masonry & Concrete
•Free Estimates

1200 N Whitley • Fruitland, ID ........ 208-452-4400

www.franklinbuildingsupply.com

1200 N Whitley • Fruitland  |     208-452-4400

Free Estimates
Building supplies • Hardware • Fencing 

Roofing • Siding • And More

Farmers and Ranchers
Thank You for your business

FARM
COMMERCIAL
IRRIGATION 

431 E. First • Weiser
208-549-1907 • 1-800-390-1520

Installation • Sales • Service
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural 

Submersible • Jet • Centrifugal
EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

Competitive Prices 
Large Selection of Sizes

Installation • Sales • Service
Residential • Commercial • Agricultural 

Submersible • Jet • Centrifugal
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Competitive Prices 
Large Selection of Sizes

(208) 642-7265
53 Hill Road • Weiser

www.kelleyorchards.com
Apples • Concord Grapes

 U pick and picked.
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 J i l l  .  J o s k i @ j o s k i i n s u r a n c e . c o m

J i l l  J o s k i 
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Royal’s Truck 
& Diesel Repair Inc.

2280 NW 11th Street  
Ontario, OR (Exit 374)

541-889-7002 • 800-391-6671

Diesel & Gas Engine Repair
Pickups - 4x4’s - Autos

Farm Equipment
Trucks & Semi’s

208-414-3000 • mtecom.net | 123 W Main St. • Weiser, ID

Extended 
Internet 

Service Area 
in Weiser

RELIABLE, QUALITY HIGH-SPEED INERNET 
WITH FRIENDLY CUSTOMER SERVICE!

RELIABLE, QUALITY HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
WITH FRIENDLY CUSTOMER SERVICE!

gilmore’s 
get more quality meats, inc.

698 Pioneer Road • 208-549-4844

USDA Meats 
Available

Call and 
Reserve your 
Prime Rib and 

Smoked Turkey for 
the Holidays

Check out our smoked meats. 
Jerky, pepperstick, 

summer sausage, bratts, 
and smoked cheese!

Campbell Tractor store manager, Jared Wiersma, above, says his store has been 
busy planning for shipping and transportation delays ahead of spring planting 
season by building up stock. More shipping delays, he says damaged or missing 
parts have been a problem. Photo by Philip A. Janquart

by Philip A. Janquart
 Supply chain bottlenecks have caused 
shipping delays nationwide, everything 
from toys to car parts taking weeks to ar-
rive, if at all.
 It’s why local companies like Camp-
bell Tractor are taking precautions ahead 
of spring planting season.
 “We are seeing a lag in shipping right 
now, but we are still getting product,” 
said Campbell Tractor Store Manager 
Jared Wiersma.
 Campbell Tractor, a full-on ag dealer 
for John Deere, has six branches from 
Burns, Ore. to Wendell, Idaho. 
 The company also offers short-line 
brands, manufacturers specializing in 
certain products.
 Wiersma manages the store in Fruit-
land, located at 2050 Hwy. 30 West.
 “John Deere has been really good about 
that,” he said, lauding the company’s ef-
forts to keep up with demand. “There 
are some things we still can’t get unless 
we do an emergency order, like machine 
down, for parts. There are certain things 
we just demand and certain things we 
have to wait on a little bit.”
 A more pressing problem, Wiersma 
said, are parts that arrive damaged or 
missing.
 “I will say that on the shipping side, 
whether it’s turnover on the shipping 
company side or new employees, we’ve 
seen more damaged parts come in than 
we ever have,” he told the Weiser Signal 
American. “We’ve had a lot more claims 
in whole goods and things like that, stuff 
getting lost; it just disappears and that’s 
been frustrating. It’s more frustrating 
than not having it because you are ex-
pecting it and it comes damaged or it is 
totally missing. That’s been the biggest 
struggle.”
 Although the numbers vary depending 
on the source, as of Sept. 6, there were 
approximately 100 cargo ships anchored 
off key U.S. ports in southern California 
waiting to unload over 500,000 contain-
ers of product – much of it made in Chi-
na – meant for retailers and businesses 
across the nation. 
 It has helped to create supply chain 

chaos and it’s only going to get worse, ac-
cording to industry experts who are urg-
ing people to buy Christmas gifts early 
while there is still product to be had.
 They blame worker and equipment 
shortages, as well as a general lack of 
coordination across the transportation in-
dustry that has caused a ripple effect.
 In terms of ag industry parts and prod-
ucts, Wiersma said there are some things 
that are manufactured in China but that 
those products are already here.
 “Most of the stuff from China is al-
ready in the U.S. from a distribution 
standpoint,” he said. “If we have to wait 
for anything, usually it’s coming from 
Europe, from Germany because there are 
some of our tractors that are made there 
and then are brought over in containers.”
 Trina Flores, parts manager for Agri-
Service in Fruitland, said her company 
is experiencing difficulties in keeping up 
with demand for parts.
 “It’s been very hard, depending on 
what it is, but we have a lot of backor-
dered parts, some with ‘unknown avail-
ability’ and things coming out of Europe. 
It’s just been very hard,” she said.
 As for the situation in southern Califor-
nia, Wiersma said they are in preparation 
mode.
 “We haven’t seen a huge shortage on 
that yet, but we are expecting the worst 
in a lot of ways and kind of building our 
stock ahead of time,” he said, referring to 
spring planting season. “All in all, we are 
sitting well and looking optimistic into 
the future as far as having a good supply 
of stock, ordering ahead to help mitigate 
whatever might happen this spring. We 
don’t know what will happen, so we like 
to keep things heavily stocked.”
 Oil and air filters for tractors could 
pose the biggest problem if supply/trans-
portation woes continue to escalate.
 “Right now, we are telling people not 
to change their oil until they have a filter 
in hand, Wiersma said. “Sometimes we 
have to emergency down a machine so 
we can get that filter. We haven’t run into 
any major hiccups with that, it’s just fair 
warning that this is what you should do. 
It might be delayed.”

Campbell Tractor staying stocked as 
supply chain continues to bottleneck
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Looking to finance your dream?
We’ll help you plant the seed. 
Every new producer has to start somewhere. And it’s far from easy. We help 
give young, beginning and small farmers and ranchers a leg up with special 
financing options, educational opportunities, and hands-on, strategic advice 
to help you get started.

So if you’re ready to start cultivating your dream, give us a call. We’d be 
happy to help.

541.823.2660 | northwestfcs.com    

Weiser, Idaho • 208-414-3352

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • AUTO

SERVING THE TREASURE VALLEY
 WITH QUALITY SINCE 1981

254 SE 2ND ST • ONTARIO...................541-881-8151

Commercial and Residential Glass
Auto Glass • Showers and Mirrors

by Philip A. Janquart
 Brooke Hilliard once had a desk job, 
but pushing papers wasn’t her idea of a 
fulfilling workday.
 The alternative, she reckoned, lay out-
side – somewhere in the fields of rural 
Idaho where things grow, and the soil is 
full of life.
 “I got into farming when I was 16,” said 
Hilliard, a University of Idaho graduate 
who earned a bachelor’s degree in crop 
management. “My first job was an office 
job and I absolutely hated it, so I went the 
opposite direction and started working for 
a farm over in Notus at a little fruit stand. 
I was introduced to farming through that.”
 She later went to work for her sister, 
Bre Onna Hungate, and her husband, 
Cole, who own Hungate Custom Hay, a 
custom haying operation aimed at swath-
ing, baling, or raking crops for farmers.
 “I worked for them for five years, op-
erating equipment and that kind of stuff,” 
Hilliard said. “I wanted to stay in farm-
ing and crop consultant was my main goal 
when I went to college.”
 She ultimately traded a desk for a hard 
hat and, at the age of 21, was hired by 
Amalgamated Sugar Company last July 
as a crop consultant responsible for sev-
eral area beet dumps, including Weiser, 
where she oversees operations, and farm-
ers fields where she analyzes crop condi-
tions.
 “I don’t know too much about the con-
tracting, planting and all that yet, that’ll 
come this spring, but from the time I start-
ed, I’d set my own schedule, how many 
fields I was going to go look at that day, 
and what area.” 
 Aside from Weiser, she oversees beet 
dump stations in Nyssa, Apple Valley, and 
Buckingham, which is in Fruitland.
 “So I’d see everybody’s fields and I was 
walking 25 to 30 fields a day, just looking 
for disease and keeping them updated on 
if they needed spray for fungicides or pes-
ticides and all that kind of stuff.”
 She got her first taste of harvest season, 
beginning with early harvest, on Sept. 13. 
Amalgamated Sugar, a co-op that operates 
processing plants in Nampa, Twin Falls, 
and Paul, Idaho, sets an allotment for each 
station, or “beet dump,” controlling how 
many sugar beets farmers deliver for early 
harvest.
 “We go around and ask who wants to 
go early and it’s kind of a diseased-beets-
first type of deal, so they aren’t sitting 
in a pile causing problems,” Hilliard ex-
plained. “We get those tons out of the way 
and then October hits and it’s main beet 
season. They like to call it ‘free-dig’ so 
anybody who wants to go can go.”
 The beet dump, or station – however 
you choose to term it – in Weiser is set 

this year to bring in 41,000 tons of beets. 
As of Wednesday, Oct. 13, there was ap-
proximately 20,000 tons delivered by 12 
area beet farming operations in the Weiser 
area, accounting for 960 total acres, ac-
cording to Hilliard.
 She figures the dump can receive 
around 4,000 to 6,000 tons a day “if we 
are really pushing it.”
 Farmers receive an incentive if they 
deliver directly to the factory in Nam-
pa, which doesn’t pencil out financially, 
hence the dump stations.
 The price farmers receive for their har-
vest varies year by year, but Hilliard says 
they are paid in the range of $44 to $56 
per ton.
 Once at the dump, the beets are checked 
for sugar content while they are offloaded 
by farmers onto a large machine with a 
cross conveyor that transfers them into an 
enormous pile. This time of year, you can 
drive by the Weiser Veterinary Clinic and 
see the large mounds
 “Then, we have the tare shack, which 
is responsible for taking samples from 
trucks on a set schedule, sometimes 100 
percent sampling rate, sometimes down 
to 25 percent. The samples let us and the 
farmers know what their sugars, nitrates, 
and temperatures are when they deliver,” 
Hilliard explained.
 “The samples are labeled with the 
grower’s contract and field number so we 
know what samples belong to who. They 
are then taken to eastern Idaho to the beet 
quality lab every night and the results 
come back within one to two days.
 “Transystems, [a trucking company], 
picks up tons depending on factory needs, 
so the amount varies day by day.”
 At the processing plant, they slice the 
beets into what they call “cassettes,” 
and extract the sugars. The biproduct of 
the pulp is sold to feed lots, and there is 
wastewater because, like humans, beets 
are about 70 percent water.
 Another biproduct is brown sugar and 
molasses.
 The optimum range of sugar content is 
between 16 and 19 percent. 
 “So, if you have 13, there’s really noth-
ing for them to extract,” Hilliard said.
 The sugar, marketed as White Satin 
Sugar, is then shipped all over the world.
 As for a 21-year-old managing a crew 
of mostly grizzled older men, Hilliard 
said it’s been a mixed bag.
 “Haha, yeah it just kind of depends on 
who it is,” she said.
 Dana Maxfield, who is filling in for 
Weiser Beet Dump Manager Joe Malay 
while he is away, said she’s good at her 
job.
 “She’s a wonderful boss,” he said smil-
ing.

Sugar beet process

Crop Consultant, Brooke Hilliard, and Dana Maxfield are shown standing in front 
of thousands of tons of sugar beets. Hilliard, who recently graduated from the 
University of Idaho with a bachelor’s in crop management, is only 21-years-old 
but is responsible for several beet dump sites in the Valley. She explained the 
beet harvest and processing operations during the harvest season. The beets 
are sold to Amalgamated Sugar Company where they are processed and sold as 
White Satin Sugar. Photo by Philip A. JanquartSaluting our local farmers across the valley and keeping 

you up to date on the farming community and news!
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Modern solutions for your irrigation needs.
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of Payback feeds.
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by Philip A. Janquart
 Local growers this year have watched 
market prices skyrocket following a tough 
season of abnormally high temperatures 
and very little rainfall.
 It’s all about supply and demand, of 
course, and if the supply is low, without 
any decrease in demand, sellers are forced 
to raise prices to cover for lost revenue.
 In Weiser, alfalfa crops were not seri-
ously affected by the weather. However, 
drought in most other areas of the west 
were not so lucky, causing an overall 
shortage and prices to go up.
 “We were fortunate to have a full sea-
son of water here, but a lot of places in the 
west were short. They ran out of water and 
couldn’t irrigate hay – say, after their sec-
ond cutting when normally they get three 
to four. So, yields were down and when 
yields are down, it affects the market,” 
said local farmer Dan Carlson.
 Carlson said that on average, feeder hay 
went from $135 per ton in 2020 to over 
$200 per ton in 2021, representing a 35- to 
40-percent increase since last year.
 Although local farmers had enough 
water this season, it was by the skin of 
their teeth. The Weiser Valley Irrigation 
District reportedly shut off water coming 
from Crane Creek Reservoir in early Sep-
tember, farmers depending on what was 
left in Weiser River to continue watering 
their crops.
 Crane Creek water is normally shut 
off in late September or early October, 
according to the District’s Jay Edwards. 
Last spring, District Chairman Vern Lol-
ley, now retired, reported that there was 
ample snowpack to meet water demand.
 The extreme heat, however, increased 
usage while a portion of the reservoir wa-
ter evaporated, and there was no rain to 
recharge it.
 While local alfalfa farmers saw little ef-
fects of the drought, onion growers were 
hit hard. Temperatures beginning June 20 
and running through the end of August 

were 10 to 20 degrees hotter than normal.
 “That was extremely hard on growing 
conditions,” said Herb Haun, co-owner 
of Haun Packing in Weiser. “Most plants 
shut down at certain temperatures and just 
flat don’t do anything but survive, and 
when they do that, for that long a period, 
your yields are going to suffer.”
 The size of an onion is an important 
factor for farmers who harvest medium 
size onions, which are ultimately sold to 
grocery stores, and large onions that are 
sold to restaurants.
 “I would say on average, the onion 
yields this year are down 40 percent from 
a 10-year average,” Haun said. “It was 
pretty devastating – not only in yield, 
but in size. Normally, you have 10 per-
cent medium sized onions, and this year 
between 30 to 40 percent were mediums. 
Therefore, the mediums were $4 to $5 a 
bag, and the jumbos and colossal onions 
are $12 to $15 a bag, so that is quite a dif-
ference.”
 The drought this year was preceded by 
the 2020 pandemic when restaurants were 
shut down.
 “We ended up dumping quite a bit of 
last year’s crop because we had nobody 
to send it to,” Haun said. “Even some of 
the last loads that we shipped, we didn’t 
get paid for because once they got them 
back to eastern cities with restaurants shut 
down, they couldn’t sell them. That’s why 
growers needed to have a pretty decent 
year this year.”
 Onions are an expensive crop to grow, 
the seed alone costing around $2,000 a 
pound or more, which only plants three 
acres.
 “If you put your labor and fertilizer, 
pesticides, everything into growing an on-
ion and then harvest, it’s over $5,000 an 
acre just to crow a crop of onions, so it’s a 
huge investment,” Haun said. “Then, you 
have a year where they dump part of the 
crop and don’t get a very good price for 
what you do have, and it’s pretty tough.”

Local commodities 
this year suffer blow

The hot summer weather conditions this year hurt onion yields which were 
down 40 percent from a 10-year average. The size of the onions were also af-
fected. In a normal crop year medium size onions account for 10 percent of the 
total production but this year onions ran between 30 to 40 percent mediums. 
Onion farmers were also hit last year with the 2020 pandemic when restaurants 
were shut down and onions had to be dumped.
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Quinn Strong, of Strong Horse Care, uses an anvil and hammer to custom fit shoes for a horse at a ranch 
located in Midvale. The shoe is first heated with a propane-powered forge. Strong, like all farriers, works 
out of his truck, his tools and equipment located on a sliding bed that pulls out, giving him access to eve-
rything he needs. Photo by Philip A. Janquart

Weiser farrier just getting started 
and is quickly building clientele
by Philip A. Janquart
 He might be the youngest farrier 
in the Treasure Valley, but Quinn 
Strong, of Strong Horse Care, is ad-
vancing quickly.
 Strong, 21, graduated from Pa-
cific Coast Horseshoeing School, 
located in Plymouth, Calif., in Oc-
tober 2020, founding his Weiser-
based business in February 2021.
 The 2018 Weiser High School 
graduate now has appointments 
booked through December. He re-
cently visited a ranch in Midvale 
where he showed the Weiser Signal 
American what shoeing horses is all 
about.
 He started by alerting the horse 
of his presence and position, run-
ning his hand along the backside 
of a 10-year-old mare named Black 
Betty, a solid black quarter horse 
that owner Jamey Harman, 17, uses 
for barrel racing.
 “I’m taking off the shoes she has 
on right now. I’m going to trim the 
foot and put new ones on,” he ex-
plained.
 Sounds pretty simple. 
 But as any farrier knows, there is 
more to it than meets the eye.
 Strong then carefully ran his hand 
down the animal’s leg. Touching the 
horse in this way lets the animal 
know there is someone behind it, 
preventing it from kicking or mak-
ing other dangerous movements out 
of fear. 
 Strong then squeezed the tendon 
above the ankle and lifted the hoof 
between his legs as he inspected its 
condition. 
 “On normal horses, probably 
every six to eight weeks they need 
to have it done; that’s a good sched-
ule, but sometimes if they have 
problems, I’ll shorten it depending 
on what’s wrong with the horse,” he 
said. “Sometimes you can stretch it 
out to nine or 10 weeks, just so you 
can get full use out of the shoes.”
 Strong said some shoes become 
so worn that they are like razors 
when he takes them off.
 He spoke reassuringly to Black 
Betty, using a clinch cutter and 

hammer to straighten the nails and 
pull off the shoes. He then inspected 
the bottom of the hoof, using a hoof 
pick to clean out any compacted de-
bris.
 “The hooves are like finger nails 
the way they grow,” he said. “What 
I’m cutting out is all non-sensitive. 
This would be the sole, it protects 
all the veins and arteries that are in 
the hoof and the hoof structure.”
 He continued by cutting the hoof 
down with a pair of hoof nippers.
 “Right now, I’m just nipping out 
the excess hoof and bringing it back 
down to where it should be,” he ex-
plained. “It can grow back pretty 
quick. Some horses’ hoofs grow 
faster than others. Her (Black Bet-
ty’s) hooves didn’t grow back a lot 
from the last time I was here. The 
other day, I was doing a horse and 
probably took off a half inch.”
 Strong then took a large file 
called a “rasp” to flatten the level of 
the sole, making sure the hoof was 
smooth, flat, and level. He then used 
a knife to slightly bevel the sole 
away from the hoof wall.
 “I’m adjusting any flares the hoof 
might have. A flare is where the hoof 
will grow outwards, so we want to 
bring that back underneath the limb 
for the structure of the hoof,” he 
explained. “Flaring depends on the 
confirmation of the horse and how 
it grows.”
 Confirmation refers to the shape 
or structure of a horse.
 “A lot of times people will ride 
their horses barefoot, but they take 
breaks on when they ride them,” 
Strong continued. “It really just de-
pends on the horse. If your horse 
has a really thick hoof wall, you’re 
probably not going to have too 
many problems, but the thinner the 
hoof wall, the less likely you are of 
being able to ride that horse bare-
foot.”
Wild Horses
 So why don’t wild horses need 
shoes?
 “Wild horses typically run around 
for a day or two and then they’ll 
take a rest at a watering hole, or 

pond, or river and they’ll let their 
feet soak,” Strong said. “Domesti-
cated horses – we ride them; we ask 
them to ride every day without a 
break, so the shoes allow padding to 
keep their feet strong and keep them 
from cracking.
 “Out in the wild, horses get rid 
of excess growth by running. You’ll 
also see them paw at the ground, 
and that helps them take their feet 
down, too.”
Sizing the shoe
 Strong pulled out a sliding work-
space from the bed of his truck that 
included a propane tank that runs 
a small forge used for heating the 
shoes. Once the shoe is red hot, he 
customizes the fit using a hammer 
and anvil, and then burns it onto the 
non-sensitive part of the hoof.
 “Some horses don’t like the 
smell, so we’ll see if this is going to 
be a train wreck,” he quips.
 After a few seconds, smoke be-
gins billowing upward, the smell of 
burnt hair filling the air, but Black 
Betty remains calm.
 Strong finishes up by nailing the 
shoe into place against the edge of 
the horse’s hoof. He then bends the 
nails against the hoof wall and nips 
the tips off.
 There, one finished and three 
more to go.
 The whole process, which takes 
Strong about a half an hour to com-
plete, will be repeated on the other 
three hooves.
 “Right now, it takes me about two 
hours,” he said. “When I got out of 
school, it took me about three hours 
just to do fronts. I’m getting quicker 
as time goes on. Some guys who 
have been doing it a long time can 
get it done in about an hour or less.”
 Strong said the job sometimes 
means getting bitten or kicked, but 
so far, he hasn’t sustained any seri-
ous injuries.
 He charges $90 for all four feet, 
$50 for fronts, and $35 for a basic 
trim for horses going barefoot.
 For more information on Strong’s 
services, call (208) 718-8539, or 
visit www.stronghorsecare.com.
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by Zane Davis
 Weiser and surrounding areas 
abound with farms and ranches, and 
with that comes stock dogs.  Within 
every yard, or in many pickups, you 
will find a loyal, hard-working com-
panion Border Collie, Australian 
Shepherd, Blue Heeler, or any com-
bination of the above ready to go to 
work for their owner/handler.
 These stock dogs are more than 
just a companion pet to their hu-
man counterparts. They are devoted 
to protecting their humans and their 
livestock while also providing a vi-
tal service in moving and gathering 
livestock, ranging from poultry to 
large animals.  
 These devoted farm and ranch 
workers are unfailingly loyal, al-
ways on time to work, never have 
excuses or family issues, work long 
hours with no complaints, and only 
expect payment in the form of love, 
food, a periodic game of fetch, and a 
good scratch behind the ears.
 Every farmer or rancher has sto-
ries of their dogs bringing in the herd 
with little assistance, saving their 
lives from an angry bull or mama 
cow, or protecting their flock from 
marauding predators.  
 Just like parents that love to see 
their children compete in sports to 
showcase their talents, stock dog 
owners also enjoy showing off their 
dedicated canine helpers in the form 
of stock dog trials.
 Stock dog trials can take on many 
forms and the competition can in-
volve herding ducks, sheep, goats, 

or cattle.  
 Dogs and handlers compete at 
different levels based on the age 
and experience of the dog and/
or the handler and range from the 
nursery class (young, under 3 years 
old, inexperienced dogs), intermedi-
ate (older, more experienced dogs), 
novice (beginning handlers), juniors 
(handlers 14 and under), and open 
(any age dogs or handlers).  
 There are also varying degrees of 
obstacles that the dog and handler 
must maneuver the stock through 
smoothly and efficiently, and every 
run is timed and/or penalized for in-
fractions during the run.
 In recent years numerous Weiser 
and surrounding area residents have 
become heavily active in stock dog 
trial competitions around the coun-
try, and these same people have 
proven to be very successful in their 
breeding, training, and competitive 
programs.  
 The Mountain States Stockdog 
Association, based in Ontario, Ore., 
held its 2021 National Finals July 
12-17 in Afton, Wyo.  
 Nine local handlers qualified to 
participate in the National Finals 
by earning enough points through 
the season at various sanctioned tri-
als. The handlers from the Western 
Treasure Valley are Jeannie Biggers, 
Cindy Coleman, Darla Johnson, Dan 
Cant, Shauna Moser, Katrina Ship-
py, Rex Shippy, Derek Westover, 
and Trevin Moser.  
 Many of these talented individuals 
and their dogs performed very well, 

placing at several levels and live-
stock categories. However, two Wei-
serites came home with the grand 
prize in their divisions, Dan Cant 
and Trevin (Trev) Moser.
 Dan Cant has been a long-time 
resident of Weiser, and many rural 
folks in Washington County know 
him through his horse shoeing side 
business or because he delivered 
bulk fuel for Grant’s Petroleum 
and Valley Wide Cooperative for 
25-years, until his recent retirement. 
 Cant has used stock dogs “cow-
boying” his whole life and claims he 
always had “above average” dogs, 
but only recently became involved 
in the competitive side of stock dog 
trialing about two and half years ago. 
 Cant began his stock dog journey 
as a hobby to train his own dogs and 
improve their skills.  Through assist-
ance from “more people than I can 
name.” Cant decided to enter his first 
trial in La Grande, Ore., which he 
states was “a real disaster.”  
 Cant, being competitive by nature, 
focused on his skills and worked re-
ally hard with his dogs, taking ad-
vantage of all the stock dog clinic 
and training resources that he could 
find.
 Cant continued to enter trials with 
his two young dogs, Sid and Patch, 
and with every competition, Cant 
and his dogs had increasing success-
es. Such successes qualified Cant 
for the National Finals event in July, 
where all his hard work paid off with 

9 – Weiser Signal American – Wednesday,  October 20, 2021

Continued on Page 10 

Weiser has some amazing 
stock dogs and handlers

Nine local stock dog handlers competed in the Mountain States Stockdog Association’s 2021 National Fi-
nals in Afton, Wyo. Dan Cant and Patch won first in the nursery sheep category and he also brought home 
third place in the intermediate sheep and fourth in nursery cattle. Cant is pictured in the middle with 
Mountain States Stockdog Association representatives who are presenting him his first place prize.

Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, because 
it will in the end contribute most to real 

wealth, good morals, and happiness.     
–Thomas Jefferson“
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Nine local stock dog handlers 
qualify for National Finals

Trev Moser,11, has been a ‘ranch kid’ all his life helping his parents Shauna and 
Quentin Moser on their ranches in the Weiser area. Shauna has been stock dog 
trialing for several years. Trev took a shot at his first competition with his mom’s 
dog Jude at a May 2021 competition in Winnemucca and took second in the 
ranch division which earned him a trip to the national finals. Trev had a fantastic 
run at nationals and took first in the junior handler division.
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big returns. 
 Patch, a two and half-year-old Border 
Collie, and Cant won the National Finals 
in the Nursery Sheep category, and Cant 
and Sid brought home third-place honors 
in Intermediate Sheep and fourth in Nurs-
ery Cattle. Cant added that in the week-
long event, he had several go-around 
wins and banked eight checks total.
 Cant has relocated to the Cisco, Texas 
area in the past 6-months to be closer to 
his three daughters, Kaeyla, Bailey, and 
Holly, and he is building a thriving busi-
ness training dogs and will eventually 
breed his champion lines. If you are in-
terested in stock dog training or looking 
to procure a Border Collie of your own, 
Dan Cant can be found on Facebook at 
dancantbordercollies.
 Another Weiser champion is 11-year-
old, Weiser Middle School sixth grader, 
Trevin Moser.  
 Moser has been a “ranch kid” his en-
tire life with both his parents, Shauna and 
Quentin Moser living and working their 
respective cattle ranches in the Weiser 
area. Moser is completely aware the value 
of a good stock dog on the ranch when you 
are covering hundreds of acres of range-
land looking for cattle, but he is very new 
to the competition of stock dogs.
 Trevin’s mother, Shauna, has been tri-
aling her talented Border Collies for sev-
eral years, and Trev has attended numer-

ous trials with her and her dogs, Jude and 
Sophie, but never competed himself un-
til May 2021 in Winnemucca, Nev. Trev 
didn’t intend to compete, but he states, 
“I was sitting, talking with my mom’s 
friends, and they talked me into running.”  
What a run it was!  Moser used his mom’s 
dog, Jude and took second place in the 
Ranch Division, which qualified him for 
the National Finals.  
 At the National Finals, Moser had a 
stellar week, and captured the first place 
Junior Handlers honors with 30 points 
and a 24-second run. Moser said, “I got 
$100, 2 collars, and a leash.”  When asked 
about trialing, he said that at-first he was 
nervous to compete, but “now it kind of 
gets in your blood and you want to keep 
doing it.”
 While stock dog trialing is now a part 
of young Trev Moser’s life, he can add 
that activity to his already busy sched-
ule of ranching with his families, school, 
4-H, football, and wrestling (of which he 
is also a champion.)  
 Local stock dog competitors shouldn’t 
let their guard down around Moser in 
the trialing arena.  He states that he has 
his own puppy, Dude, that is out of his 
mom’s dog, Jude, that he is in the process 
of starting to train. With his fierce com-
petitiveness and work ethic, Moser and 
Dude are sure to be a successful duo in 
the future.

from page 9
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Watch for upcoming 
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our Facebook page. 
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by Philip A. Janquart
 It was clear by the way she led her 
horse with gentle ease that she had been 
dealing with animals most of her life.
 Not long ago, her horse showed up at 
the fence on her parents’ property with a 
gash in her leg. Holly Hopkins, who re-
cently graduated from Washington State 
University Veterinary School, knew just 
what to do.
 Last week, she walked the horse into 
a treatment area in order to check the 
wound to see how it was healing. Af-
ter administering a mild sedative, she 
peeled away the bandaging, closely in-
specting the progress.
 “Ah, it’s looking better,” said Hop-
kins, who is the newest addition to the 
medical staff at Weiser Veterinary Clin-
ic, located at 815 W. Idaho St. in Weiser.
 “I don’t know how it happened – 
maybe a fence – but she apparently tried 
to cut her damn leg off,” she said. “She 
came up and had a big hunk of her leg 
missing and I was like, ‘what are you 
doing?’ but that’s a typical horse for you. 
They are very accident prone. They need 
to be bubble wrapped.”
 Hopkins, 28, attended Ontario High 
School and grew up on a small ranch 
with her parents, who owned Bar-None 
Rodeo Company, which provided stock 
for Idaho Cowboy Association rodeos 
in Weiser, Cambridge, Council, and a 
number of other towns.
 “I never got really serious about the 
rodeo side of things,” she explained, 
while she applied fresh ointment and 
new bandages over the horse’s wound. “I 
really preferred to be behind the scenes, 
bringing in the livestock and everything 
like that.”
 Her parents sold the rodeo company 
when she was 16 but was still exposed to 
animals. Her dad and grandfather owned 
a trucking company, hauling cows for 
area ranchers. Her family continued to 
keep horses, cows, and a variety of crit-
ters, many of them needing veterinary 
care at one point or another.
 As a result, she became familiar with 

the doctors at Weiser Veterinary Clin-
ic, so when she went looking for a job 
working with animals, she knew where 
to go.
 “Since I was little, I always knew 
I wanted to be a veterinarian. I’ve al-
ways loved animals, having so many 
and growing up that way. I always knew 
what I wanted to do, to be able to help 
people with their animals,” she said. “I 
do love people, but I didn’t want to be a 
human doctor because people are gross. I 
can 100 percent deal with animal things, 
which is way better than humans.”
 Hopkins eventually began working 
as a technician at the clinic, taking time 
off for school. In all, she has been work-
ing at Weiser Veterinary Clinic for eight 
years.
 She earned her pre-veterinary degree 
at the University of Idaho and took a 
year off to work and to make sure she re-
ally wanted to continue along her chosen 
career path before attending WSU.
 “It was a good year and I’m glad I 
took it off,” she said.
 After eight years of schooling, she fi-
nally obtained her Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine and came right back to Weiser. 
She has been here since June.
 “It’s been a very good transition from 
working as a technician and doing those 
kinds of things, to being a doctor,” Hop-
kins said. “It’s been fun to be able to 
walk in and say, ‘Hey, now I’m Dr. Hop-
kins.’”
 She added that the entire medical staff 
served as mentors and were supportive 
of her becoming a veterinarian.
 “The whole time I was in school, they 
were like, ‘Hurry up and get finished! 
We want you to come back now.’”
The Clinic:
 Clinic doctors serve a wide area, some 
clients traveling from as far away as 
Riggins and McCall, according to Hop-
kins who added that some even come up 
from Boise.
 “Generally, we are seeing somewhere 

New veterinarian at 
Weiser Vet Clinic

Working with animals was something Weiser veterinarian, Holly Hopkins, above, 
knew she always wanted to do. She has worked at Weiser Veterinary Clinic a to-
tal of eight years, first as a technician. Now a full-fledged doctor of veterinarian 
medicine, Hopkins, is helping people and their pets. Photo by Philip A. Janquart

Continued on Page 12 
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Holly Hopkins, right, finishes up re-bandaging her horse, which showed up one 
day with a nasty looking gash in her leg. Hopkins graduated from veterinary 
school at Washington State University and has been at Weiser Veterinary Clinic 
since June. Photo by Philip A. Janquart
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between 20 and 25 appointments a day,” 
she said. “I think the national average 
for the U.S. is somewhere in the range 
of 13 to 14.”
 Hopkins says there has been a definite 
uptick in appointments due to the pan-
demic, a period when people spent more 
time at home and started noticing issues 
with their pets. The increased workload 
was one of the reasons the clinic was so 
anxious to have Hopkins on board.
 This time of year, doctors are busy go-
ing out on house calls, doing things like 
checking ranchers’ cattle for pregnan-
cies using ultrasound or manual palpita-
tion methods.

 The clinic’s two partners, Dr. Frank 
Coleman and Dr. Dennis Johnson, have 
already offered her a buy-in for the prac-
tice, but Hopkins says she isn’t quite 
ready for that.
 “I need some time to get my feet un-
der me, but I would certainly like to own 
this place someday,” she said. “That’ll 
be like 10 years down the road. The 
partners are to the point where they are 
thinking about slowing down a little bit. 
They would like it sooner, but I’m just 
not ready yet, although that is the goal.”
 For more information on Weiser Vet-
erinary Clinic, visit www.weiservet.net, 
or call (208) 549-0944.

from page 9

Hopkins is new veterinarian
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