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Sheriff says office 
can no longer stay 
in shutdown mode 

Bo’s Barn in Weiser had gas 
for $1.99 a gallon on Sunday. 
The price dropped to $1.96 on 
Monday. Photo by Steve Lyon

Members of the Weiser Garden Club and the Weiser Architectural Preservation Commission are volunteering their time and 
expertise to spruce up the landscaping at the historic train depot in downtown Weiser. The garden club also has volunteered 
to do a spring and fall cleanup. Joe Manzane, left, prepares a spot for a lilac bush. He installed all of the drip irrigation lines 
needed for the new landscaping. Right, Darla Harberd gets another plant ready to go into the ground. Photo by Sarah Imada
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DIGGING AT THE WEISER DEPOT

Voters to participate in all-mail primary 

Coronavirus 
concerns keep 
courthouse 
closed for now

Weiser Memorial Hospital avoids pandemic, 
has not admitted a patient with coronavirus 

Gas prices drop 
to under $2 a 
gallon in Weiser 

Only way to get a 
ballot is to fill out 
request formby Steve Lyon

  With fewer people driving 
during the stay-home order to 
slow the spread of coronavirus, 
the demand for gas has dropped 
and so have prices at the pump.
  Drivers in Weiser on Monday 
could find gas for less than $2 a 
gallon at all four gas stations in 
town. Gas prices ranged from 
$1.95 to $1.99 a gallon.
  “Obviously, stay-home orders 
and other efforts to reduce the 
spread of coronavirus are having 
a big impact on travel demand, 
and even the normal commute,” 
AAA Idaho spokesman Matthew 
Conde said.
  Gov. Brad Little last week ex-
tended the stay-home order for 

by Steve Lyon
  Washington County and state 
election officials are reminding 
voters that they must request an 
absentee ballot to participate in 
the May 19 primary election.
  Voters can find and download 
the absentee ballot request form 
online at Idahovotes.gov or con-
tact the county clerk’s office to 
get one sent in the mail.  
  A few ballot request forms 

have been placed in locations 
around the county, including at 
the post office in Weiser and at 
the front door of the courthouse.
  Idaho Secretary of State 
Lawerence Denney, joined by 
Gov. Brad Little, recently an-
nounced the primary election 
would be by mail, saying it was 
not safe for voters or election 
workers to hold in-person vot-
ing due to the growing number 
of coronavirus cases. 
  “Having Idahoans request 
an absentee ballot and vote at 
home will protect the health of 
Idahoans, slow the spread of 
COVID-19, allow the election 

to move forward as scheduled 
and ensure that everyone can 
still exercise their right to vote,” 
Denney said in a statement on 
the election changes.
  The secretary of state’s elec-
tions division will send an ab-

sentee ballot request form to ev-
ery registered voter that has not 
already requested an absentee 
ballot. 
  Voters should fill it out with 
the request for either a Demo-
cratic or Republican ballot and 
mail it in to the county clerk’s 
office. The deadline to request a 
ballot is May 19.
  The forms will be processed 
within three to seven days from 
receipt and a ballot will be sent 
directly to the voter. Absentee 
ballots must be received at the 
county clerk’s office by 8 p.m. 
on June 2 to be counted.

by Steve Lyon
  Washington County com-
missioners on Monday said the 
courthouse will remain closed 
to the public for at least another 
week, and likely until the gover-
nor’s statewide stay-home order 
to prevent the spread of corona-
virus  is withdrawn or expires.
  Commissioners have reviewed 
the county’s coronavirus precau-
tions every Monday for the past 
month with department heads 
and elected officials.
  The courthouse closure has 
been extended to align with Gov. 
Brad Little’s stay-home order in 
effect until the end of April. 
  At the urging of public health 

by Steve Lyon
  Weiser Memorial Hospital 
has not admitted a patient with 
confirmed coronavirus more 
than five weeks after the first 
case appeared in Idaho.
  As of late last week, the 
Weiser hospital and clinics test-
ed 70 people and 69 came back 
negative for the virus.  
  The one case of coronavirus 
that state health officials re-
ported in Washington County, a 
woman in her 70s who was seen 
at a local clinic, did not require 
hospitalization. 
  “I think our ruralness helps 
us to some degree,” CEO Steve 
Hale said.
  The hospital’s medical staff 
continues to follow the guide-

lines issued by the Centers for 
Disease Control and public 
health agencies when it comes 
to who gets tested for the coro-
navirus.  
  Health care workers or pa-
tients that need to be admitted 
to the hospital based on a doc-
tor’s order are at the top of the 
list for testing.
  “We’re not testing people 
just because their employer told 
them to get tested,” Hale said.
  The hospital collects the sam-
ple and sends it out. Test results 
from both private and the state 
laboratories have a two to three 
day turnaround. 
  In the event the hospital 
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Floyd John Bessey
  Floyd John Bessey, 82, 
of Fruitland, Idaho, died 
April 15, 2020 at home. Ar-
rangements by Lienkaem-
per Chapel, Ontario. 

Obituaries
Obituaries

John Perry
  John Perry, 80, of Weis-
er, Idaho, passed away 
April 15, 2020 in Weiser.  
Arrangements under the 
direction of Thomason Fu-
neral Home.

Deadline for 
submitting 

obituaries and death 
notices noon on Monday 

news@signal
american.com

Pauline Raleigh
  Pauline Raleigh, passed 
away April 20, 2020 at her 
daughter’s home in Weis-
er, Idaho. Arrangements 
are under the direction 
of Haren-Wood Funeral 
Chapel.

Nell M. Zambon
  Nell M. Zambon, 96, 
of Vale, Ore., passed 
away April 13, 2020 at 
her home in Vale. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Haren-Wood 
Funeral Chapel.

Hessel Horn
  Hessel Horn, 92, of 
Cambridge, Idaho, passed 
away April 16, 2020 in 
Cambridge.  Arrangements 
under the direction of Tho-
mason Funeral Home.

Death Notices

  Due to circumstances surrounding 
COVID-19 the two transfer stations 
operated by Washington County solid 
waste will close early on Fridays in 
Weiser and close all day Saturdays at 
both sites until further notice. These are 
temporary hours for the foreseeable fu-
ture.
  Also, Washington County transfer 
stations will temporarily not accept 
tires, refrigerators or air conditioners to 
limit the handling of cash and possible 
exposure of employees and their fami-
lies to the COVID-19 virus. 

Weiser transfer site hours:
  • Monday – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
  • Tuesday – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
  • Wednesday – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
  • Thursday – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
  • Friday – 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
  • Saturday – CLOSED

Midvale/Cambridge transfer site:
  • Monday – Closed
  • Tuesday – 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
  • Wednesday –12 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
  • Thursday –12 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
  • Friday –12 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
  • Saturday – CLOSED

Transfer stations in Weiser and Midvale 
will follow new temporary hours

Marlene J. Chandler 
  Marlene J. Chandler, 
88, long-time Weiser resi-
dent was born Aug. 28, 
1931 in Geneva, Idaho. 
  Marlene died April 1, 
2020 in Lewiston Idaho. 
  She was the oldest of 
three children born to 
Lewis and Alice Teuscher. 
She grew up in the tiny 
community of Geneva, 
Idaho before moving to 
Anderson Dam, then to 
Boise Idaho. 
  She married Robert 
Sturgill and they had 
two children. They later 

divorced. She was then 
married to Ken Chandler 
until his death in 1993. 
  She loved holidays 
with family, cats, garden-
ing, flowers, and crafts. 
  She was an active 
member of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and held many po-
sitions over her lifetime.
  She was preceded in 
death by her parents 
and her brother Mondell 
“Mike” Teuscher. 
  She is survived by her 
children Robert (Ton-
ya) Sturgill and Diana 

Smith, her grandchildren 
Matthew Smith, Lukas 
Bryson, Laura (Jason) 
Whitley, Nature Monter-
rose, and Joshua Sturgill, 
great- grandchildren, 
Taylor and Tristen Smith, 
and Gabriel Bush, and her 
sister LuJean (George) 
Brockman.
  She was buried next 
to Ken in Weiser. Sadly 
due to the Coronavirus no 
service could be held. At 
a later time when life re-
turns to normal the family 
will hold a small family 
service.

by Dorothy Evans
  Here in Weiser we are very lucky for 
many reasons. Not only do we live in 
a caring community, but we also live in 
a healthy community. The medical hor-
rors that many parts of our country are 
facing have not had an impact on us. 
Most everyone is doing their share to 
keep the virus in containment.
  Even though the main focus of the 
news these days has been on the pan-
demic, we can’t forget that hospitals 
are still being faced with other types of 
emergencies. Raging storms, tornados, 
accidents and operations leave people in 
need of blood transfusions, yet the sup-
ply of blood is dangerously low.
  The good news is that Weiser has re-

ceived permission to hold its regularly 
scheduled quarterly blood drive. All 
precautions will be taken to ensure eve-
ryone’s safety:
  • All staff, volunteers and donors 
must wear a face mask.
  • Social distancing will be main-
tained.
  • Reservations are requested to keep 
traffic flow manageable.
  • Completion of the Rapid Pass is 
highly recommended.
  The blood drive will be held on 
Wednesday, May 6, from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., at the Vendome Events Center. To 
schedule an appointment, please call 
Alex Chavarria at 208-602-7138.
  Your blood could save a life.  

by Steve Lyon
  In a move aimed at spurring more resi-
dential development, city officials last 
week cut the cost to connect to water and 
sewer services in half.  
  The city council approved the reduc-
tion in connection fees after about 30 
minutes of discussion and after Mayor 
Randy Hibberd provided details that do-
ing so would have only a negligible im-
pact on finances but could lead to more 
revenue if lower fees brought future resi-
dential growth. 
  Hibberd said the city’s connection 
fees for sewer and water are higher than 
Fruitland and Payette and put Weiser at 
a competitive disadvantage. A member 
of the city’s economic task force and a 
developer pointed this out and prompted 
him to look into the disparity. 
  Since 2011, the city has charged 
$3,700 for a homeowner to connect to 
city water and another $3,700 to connect 
to the sewer system for a total of $7,400. 
The city’s actual costs to hookup a home 
to the system is about $2,700, which is 
$1,000 less than the proposed new single 
fee of $3,700.
  In researching the issue, Hibberd said 
he reviewed three years of income and 
expenses for the city’s water and sewer 
funds. The hookup fees represent only 
2 percent of the income. Even by reduc-
ing the fee to $3,700 for both sewer and 
water connections, the city will still have 
revenue to contribute to reserves for fu-
ture upgrades.
  “It’s not going to impact our overall in-
come significantly. It will still allow us to 
build up our reserves from water income. 
It would allow us to build up our volume 
of users, which overall would spread our 
overhead costs out to more users. We ac-
tually gain more income by doing that,” 
Hibberd said. 
  The water and sewer treatment plants 
are currently used at only about half of 
capacity with plenty of room for growth. 
If the city can entice developers with 
lower connection fees to build and add 
more users to the system, the overhead 
is spread out and the operations become 
more efficient, Hibberd said.
  “We’d also be competitive with our 
neighbors,” he said.
  Council member Mike Hopkins said 
more housing development also would 
bring a bigger tax base to spread out the 
costs of providing services. In addition, 
the city would generate more revenue in 
monthly water and sewer bills by having 
more homes hooked up to utilities.
  The city borrowed money to upgrade 
the water plant a few years ago and is still 

paying off the debt. The city’s bond attor-
ney and engineer said reducing the con-
nection fees would not impact the city’s 
ability to pay off the debt, Hibberd said. 
  Council member Dan Randleman said 
the hookup fee schedule approved in 
2011 was intended as the cost for new 
homes “to buy into the system” and offset 
the cost of the new water treatment plant. 
The city charged the $7,400 in hookup 
fees instead of an impact fee, which is 
what other cities do so that growth pays 
its own way.
  Randleman said Payette might have 
cheaper connection fees, but it makes 
it up by charging more for water deliv-
ered to those homes. While Weiser may 
be charging more up front with hookup 
fees, customers see savings in the long 
run with less expensive water, he said.
  Hibberd said he looked into what the 
city of Payette charges for water and they 
are about even with Weiser.
  “I’ve tried to look at this from every 
possible angle and I don’t see a downside 
to it,” he said.
  Randleman said his only issue with re-
ducing the connection fees was a concern 
that the amount of revenue going into 
water and sewer funds would go down 
and would than impact the city’s ability 
to do future upgrades like replacing old 
pipe.
  “I just want to make sure that we don’t 
shoot ourselves in the foot. I guess we 
could always take a look at this in a few 
years if we need to and raise it back up to 
help the infrastructure,” he said.
  City clerk Dave Tate said the amount 
of money the city earns on sewer and 
water connection feels varies depending 
on building permits. The revenue from 
hookup charges can range from $8,000 to 
$30,000 annually based on the number of 
new homes connected to the system. 
  Tate said he budgets $10,000 for 
hookup fee revenue every year and that 
number won’t change with the reduction 
in the connection fee. Anything above 
the budgeted $10,000 goes into the water 
and sewer funds balances. 
  Council member Layna Hafer said she 
hears from officials with the hospital and 
local schools that housing, and the lack 
of it, is one of the top issues. People ask 
her what the city can do about it. 
  “I think it does give us the opportunity 
to be proactive in trying to help solve the 
housing problem,” she said. “Knowing 
that we have some potential subdivisions 
and we have a couple of builders that we 
know can build some affordable housing, 
this is an opportunity for us to also help 
economically to address that issue.”

City reduces hookup fees for 
water and sewer connections
Mayor says city will be more competitive 
with neighboring communities on costs

Blood drive will be held in Weiser

Wednesday, May 6, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Vendome Events Center

New homes are for sale on West 10th Street in Weiser in the Autumn Hills subdi-
vision. The Weiser City Council approved cutting the cost to hook up new homes 
to city water and sewer utilities in half. The move is aimed at spurring residen-
tial growth and also to be competitive with other cities. Photo by Steve Lyon
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It has never been
so important
to advertise

In the Great Depression, W.K. Kellogg
continued marketing his cereals

while all his rivals were cutting back. 

In doing so he pulled ahead of Post Cereals in sales,
a change that has never been reversed.

Call us today at 208-549-1717 or stop in our offices at 18 East Idaho in Weiser

During the Great Depression W.K. Kellogg continued 
marketing his cereals while his rivals were cutting 
back. In doing so he pulled ahead of Post Cereals in 
sales, a change that has never been reversed.

WEISER SIGNAL AMERICAN
Proudly serving the Weiser River Valley since 1882

by Nicole Miller
  As the music teacher at Pioneer Elemen-
tary School and owner of VATS studio, 
Tori Thomas is well known for her musi-
cal talents as well as her ability to inspire 
talent in youth. With the social isolation 
measures in place due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, Thomas knew she would need 
to find a new way to reach her students 
and continue to share her love of music.
   “My kids look forward to coming to 
music each week. It brings them happi-
ness and it brings me the same amount 
of joy. When the kids left the day before 
spring break was to start, I saw a lot of 
uncertainty, fear, and sadness in their 
eyes. All through the break I was trying 
to figure out a way to try and give them as 
much ‘normalcy’ during these uncertain 
times as possible. If they can’t come to the 
music classroom, I’d just have to bring 
music class to them,” Thomas said.
  Thankfully, with modern technology 
Thomas knew immediately that she could 
absolutely bring music class to all her stu-
dents and more through video and sharing 
those videos on Youtube. 
  Thomas has extensive experience in 
performing and script writing and a little 
experience in video editing.  She has taken 
that experience and combined it with the 
lessons she does in class with a little add-
ed magic and whimsy. 
  In class, Thomas and the students will  
pretend and play but with the magic of 
video editing, it makes it all the more fun 
and real for them. 
  For example, a favorite song in class is 
“Little Bunny Foo Foo” and now, with a 
little bit of the magical editing, Thomas is 
able to really show them Foo Foo bopping 
mice on the head and the fairy coming 
down to chastise him. 
  As part of her VATS studio in town, 
Thomas has helped her students make Fa-
cebook commercials for different events 
and performances, so Thomas had all the 
lighting equipment, green screen, and pro-
duction equipment she needed.   
  It typically takes Thomas one week to 

write the script, arrange music tracks, and 
make the accompaniment track. Copyright 
laws are very strict, so someone can’t just 
sing and record a piece they don’t own the 
rights to. 
  Thomas has to use public domain songs 
and write her own version of it or write 
her own original song. After that, it’s re-
cording each scene, then editing. She pub-
lishes the finished music class on Sunday 
and begins anew on Monday. Some weeks 
take longer hours than others, but they 
must be up and ready to go for students by 
the beginning of the week, so Sunday is 
always the deadline.
   To keep the music as fun, engaging, 
and magical as possible, Thomas spends 
time on Youtube watching tutorial vid-
eos and playing with the program trying 
to figure out how to do different effects. 
Just as all teachers do, she has continued 
to learn new things as she has found new 
ways to reach her students. 
  Many music teachers all over the world 
have been really struggling trying to fig-
ure out how to teach something as specific 
as music virtually. It’s so difficult to do. 
So, many have reached out over Facebook 
trying to see what others are doing. After 
sharing her first video with them, the first 
lesson had over 1,000 views within the 
first week. 
  “I have had teachers from all over the 
world, China and Russia for example, 
telling me they are using the videos for 
their children and that they are absolutely 
loving it! It makes my heart so incredibly 
happy that I am not only able to reach out 
to my kiddos during this time, but also 
help out other teachers,” Thomas said. 
  Thomas’ goal is to release a new video 
each week until the school year is over. 
Thomas shared that every video a par-
ent sends to her of kiddos watching from 
home, with giant smiles and exclamations 
of, “That’s my music teacher,” or “That’s 
my music room! It’s still there!” makes 
her heart know and understand that this is 
exactly what her students need from her 
right now.

Technology helps Weiser music 
teacher reach her students
Tori Thomas creates videos and shares 
them on Youtube and social media

Endorsed by Former Washington 
County Commissioners: 
Tony Edmondson, 
Rick Michael, Dave Springer, 
Former Washington County Clerk 
Sharon Widner, and Former Clerk 
Betty Thomas.

   I’m Lyndon Haines and I am asking for your vote on election day.
“paid for by the campaign  for Haines, Kelly Haun  - Treasurer.” 

VOTE LYNDON HAINES FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER!

 I began in ministry at nineteen.  I have years of 
experience listening to the concerns and needs 
of others.  I will bring a spirit of cooperation and 
openness, valuing other points of view.  I have 
always tried to represent myself with integrity, 
transparency and honesty. I will do the same for 
Washington County.  
   Some of my accomplishments include:
• Worked in close partnership with church leaders       	
   to do what is best for the congregation.
•  I have helped lead two churches to fiscal health                 	
   and stability.
•  Made positive, common sense changes to    
   policies and procedures building consensus    		
   among all.   
•  Created and enhanced safety measures to protect   	
    both the organization and its members. 

Fourteen years as a Pastor and Church Leader

COMMITTED TO OUR COMMUNITY
In light of the recent Coronavirus outbreak, we have taken 
many measures to help the families we serve. While keeping 
our funeral homes safe and clean is important, it is equally 
important to find creative solutions for families who cannot 
meet with us in person. 

As many of our community members are beginning to limit 
their time in public spaces, we are making changes to help 
every family make arrangements and gather from wherever 
they feel safest and most comfortable. We are prepared to 
help you make arrangements online, via video call or over 
the phone.  We can even live stream memorial services for 
family members that cannot attend.

We will make any changes necessary to accommodate your 
family — today and always. We are here for you  24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. If you have any questions, call us today at 
208-414-1234.

221 East Court St.
Weiser 83672

208-414-1234
Lienkaemper-Thomason.com

We are OPEN and seeing 
patients at our clinic!

Telemedicine is here!
Many office visits are possible from
the comfort of your home via your

 computer or smart phone. 
Give us a call for more details.

During The COVID-19 Pandemic, 
PLEASE CALL US 

PRIOR TO YOUR VISIT. 

Same day appointments are available.

683 E. THIRD STREET
 WEISER, ID  83672

208-549-0211

Weiser music teacher Tori Thomas creates videos and puts them online to share 
music with her students during the current stay-home order and school closure 
due to coronavirus. She writes her own script, scores the music and shoots the 
videos, a process that takes about a week. 



LETTERS POLICY
  We strive to cover all the news and entertainment 
important to the people of Washington County, Idaho. 
Our entire staff takes part in the decision-making process 
of what appears in these pages and all content is locally 
generated. If you have a story idea, please contact any 
of the people you see here. 
  The personal columns and letters appearing elsewhere 
on this page, and others, represent the opinions of single 
individuals and do not necessarily reflect the position 
of the newspaper. The WSA welcomes and encourages 
your Letters to the Editor. We will print all signed, 
original letters of local interest. Letters should not be 
more than 350 words long and be typed. Please provide 
a phone number for verification. 
  We will not publish letters that are libelous in nature 
and reserve the right to edit all material for spelling, 
grammar, length and content. Letters of thanks are of-
fered at a reduced price in our classified section. 

The only paper in the world that really 
cares about Weiser and Washington County

Periodical Class Postage paid at Weiser, Idaho.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Weiser 
Signal American, P.O. Box 709, Weiser, Idaho 83672.

All notices required by law or order of court of 
competent jurisdiction to be published weekly will be 
published in the Wednesday issue of this paper 
pursuant to section 60-108, I.D. 1963 as added thereto 
by Chapter 164-1933 Session Laws of Idaho

  This newspaper will not be responsible for pure 
typographical errors or misprints beyond cancellation 
of the charge for the space occupied by the item or 
department affected. A letter of explanation will be 
furnished when desired for the benefit of the adver-
tiser’s customers.
  Not responsible for more than one incorrect inser-
tion of any advertisement. It will be corrected by 
republishing ad, if notified within two days of publi-
cation date.
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Letters to the Editor

Legislation funds rural health care providers
Commentary by u.s. sen. mike crapo

From the mayor’s desk

City plans to reopen some recreation facilities
It has now been four weeks since the 

governor issued the stay-at-home or-
ders that have redefined how most of 

us live our lives.  
  At first it was some-
thing of a novelty as we 
made adjustments to our 
social, shopping, enter-
tainment, and recreation 
habits.  
  It then became some-
thing of a “new normal” 
as we made these adjust-
ments and settled into 
new routines.  
  This week, now that 
nice weather has hit, we 
all want to get out and do 
things and go back to the 
way it was.
  It is too soon to let up completely.  
This disease is significantly deadlier 
than the flu and must be paid the atten-
tion it is due.  
  Statewide the number of new cases 
has leveled off, but there has not been 
enough of a downward trend yet to al-
low us to open up and still control the 
number of new cases.  
  Locally in Washington County, as of 
Monday morning, there have been 71 
tests given. With all of the test results 
returned, we still only have one case in 
Weiser.  

  Statewide, there have been 1,672 
confirmed and probable cases with 45 
deaths for a 2.70 percent mortality rate.  

Nationwide, the mortality 
rate is 5.23 percent. World-
wide it is 6.87 percent.  
  So, it appears the closer 
we get to home, the better 
we are doing at managing 
this disease.  
  With that being said, 
since you have been doing 
such a good job of limiting 
the spread of this disease, 
the city will be opening the 
boat ramp, the fishing pond, 
and the parks.  
  The social distancing re-
quirement must remain in 

place. In the park, the playground equip-
ment, basketball, and tennis courts will 
remain closed.  
  Contact sports will not be allowed.  
The police department will be patrolling 
to ensure compliance.  If you use the pic-
nic tables, be sure to bring and use your 
own table cloth for safety.  
  We want to allow people to take ad-
vantage of the nicer weather, without 
significantly increasing the risk to oth-
ers.  
  Speaking of safety, water is now in 
the canal and ditches.  Please be careful, 
especially with children near the canal.  

Once a person is in, there are not many 
places to get out.  
  In city business, sometime around 
the May 1, the electric department will 
be needing to put in a new pole west of 
West 9th Street on Galloway. To do so, 
the power will need to be turned off to 
about 30 homes in the area for five to six 
hours.  
  More detail will be provided as we get 
closer and all households affected will 
be notified in advance.  
  Also, do not move the trash containers 
for your convenience. They have been 
placed in their locations for a reason.  
The garbage trucks have limitations, 
particularly in alleys, on where and how 
they can maneuver and lift the contain-
ers. So, the containers are strategically 
placed for the trucks to pick them up 
quickly and efficiently.  
  While we are on the subject of the gar-
bage trucks, just a reminder to not dump 
construction materials in the containers.  
  The trucks and containers are not de-
signed to handle items that cannot be 
crushed. These materials when dumped 
into the trucks can/will cause significant 
damage to the hydraulics and the trucks 
themselves.
  Well, that’s it for this week. Hope you 
enjoy the nice weather. Stay safe out 
there and keep up the good work! We 
will survive this together!

Mayor Randy Hibberd

Editor:
  We are voting for Lisa Col-
lini for county commissioner.  
  We believe that most of us 
would hate to be judged on 
one item that may have been 
handled differently. 
  To be judged on that in-
stead of the whole body of 
work that one has done seems 
a little harsh.
  To run for office because 
one truly wants to serve com-
pared to running because you 
are asked to is a big differ-
ence. 
  Attending all the meetings 
that you are responsible for is 

not only time consuming it is 
to make sure we have a voice 
at the table. Lisa has made 
this a priority in her job as 
commissioner. 
  Long after the promises of 
doing everything that you say 
you’re running on, you find 
out that most things are set by 
the state for you to follow. 
  I appreciate people want-
ing to be an elected county of-
ficial but as with everything, 
some background experience 
is indeed a good  thing to 
have. 
  I was told by many that the 
first two years is like drink-
ing from a firehose (no pun 
intended). 
  In fact, one commissioner 
told me, not bad money for 
one day a week. As always 

our government is run by 
those who vote. Make sure 
we have someone who works 
continually on your behalf.
  Thanks to all of you who 
serve the citizens unselfishly. 
  We are truly blessed to live 
in a great country. 

Tom and Margie Anderson 
Weiser

Editor:
  Because of changes we are 
experiencing in Washington 
County and decisions being 
made, I am endorsing and 
voting for Lyndon Haines for 
Washington County Com-

missioner, District 1.
  I attended a few hearings 
and commissioner meetings 
and left feeling and know-
ing that public input would 
not even be considered by the 
current commissioners.    
  It was apparent they 

Lisa Collini is 
our choice for 
commissioner

Making sure health 
care providers, big 
and small, have 

the resources necessary to 
keep those on the frontlines 
safe and combat 
the novel coro-
navirus, or COV-
ID-19, is the most 
important part of 
the fight against 
this disease.  
  The University 
of Chicago re-
cently released a 
“U.S. COVID-19 
Atlas” indicat-
ing emerging 
hotspots in rural areas.  
  Many already cash-
strapped rural health care pro-
viders with oftentimes only a 
handful of emergency medi-
cal personnel and very lim-
ited bed space are responding 
to critical cases that stretch or 

exceed their facilities and ex-
haust supplies.  
  We must make certain 
needed resources quickly 
reach rural providers and are 

not just focused 
on large provid-
ers in major met-
ropolitan areas.
  Congress and 
the Trump admin-
istration worked 
together to enact 
three phases of 
legislation pro-
viding resources 
to support health 
care providers in 

the fight against COVID-19.  
  Phase 3 of the emergency 
coronavirus response legisla-
tion, the bipartisan Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and Econom-
ic Security (CARES) Act, 
provides further flexibility 
and funding to fight this un-

precedented crisis.  
  In addition to putting 
needed cash into the hands 
of American workers and 
families, providing relief to 
small businesses and helping 
stabilize our economy, the 
CARES Act sends an infu-
sion of resources to the front 
lines of the medical response. 
  •The Medicare sequester, 
which automatically reduces 
provider reimbursements by 
two percent, would be im-
mediately suspended for all 
health care services. 
  •Hospitals would receive 
an additional 20 percent 
Medicare payment for the 
treatment of patients with 
COVID-19, and $100 bil-
lion in grants to build criti-
cal infrastructure, expand the 
health care workforce and 
cover uncompensated ex-
penses. 

  •The expansion of tele-
health services would enable 
patients to consult their pro-
viders from home, mitigat-
ing the risk of exposure for 
vulnerable populations and 
keeping providers healthy. 
  •Providers in Rural Health 
Clinics and Community 
Health Centers would be 
eligible to conduct telehealth 
visits, and Health Resources 
and Services Administration 
grants would be reauthor-
ized to support the use of tel-
ehealth technology.
  •New flexibilities would 
allow qualified physician as-
sistants, nurse practitioners 
and clinical nurse specialists 
to order home health services 
for Medicare beneficiaries. 
  •Home health providers 
would also be encouraged to 

Lyndon Haines will 
listen to residents 
of county

see LETTERS, Page 10

ELECTION 
LETTERS

  The Signal American 
will accept letters to the 
editor related to the May 
19 primary election until 
5 p.m. on Friday, May 
1. No primary election 
letters will be published 
after the May 6 issue.

see CRAPO, Page 10
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Ryan Kerby Jim Smith

Lyndon HainesLisa Collini

MEET THE CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR OFFICE IN THE PRIMARY ELECTION

  Please give a brief sum-
mary of your qualifica-
tions and highlight why 
voters should elect or re-
elect you to county office.
  I was elected in 2018 and 
am serving my first term as 
County Commissioner.   I 
started sitting in on County 
Commissioner hearings in 
January of 2018.  
  Later in 2018, I started 
attending Idaho Associa-
tion of Counties confer-
ences, first as a commis-
sioner-elect and then as 
Washington County Com-
missioner and I have at-
tended them regularly ever 
since.  
  On-the-job training is 
what it takes to learn the 
job of Commissioner. I 
have that experience and 
I am able to treat this as a 
full-time job and devote all 
the attention that is neces-
sary, especially during this 
time that we have declared 
an emergency in Washing-
ton County.  
  This is not a time for 
inexperience nor someone 
with several other jobs. I 
am asking for the support 
of voters to continue to 
serve our county.   

  In 2010, I was appointed 
to the Weiser City Planning 
& Zoning Commission by 
Mayor John Walker, where 
I served until 2018. 
  As a P&Z Commission-
er, I not only studied the 
zoning codes, we were also 
responsible for implement-
ing them. 
  In 2014, I was appointed 
to the Washington County 
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission, were I served un-
til 2018.  
  It was an invaluable ex-
perience and gave me in-
sight into the zoning codes, 
which serves me well as 
County Commissioner.

  What one part of county 
government would receive 
more attention if you were 
elected?
  Each department in 
county government re-
ceives the attention that 
is required.  At different 
times, one department may 
have different or special-
ized needs that require 
more direct action.  
  Since I was elected, 
there hasn’t been one part 
of county government 
that has received more at-
tention just because I was 
elected.
  What do you see as the 
most pressing needs for 
infrastructure or capital 
projects in the county?
  From the time I be-
gan sitting in on County 
Commissioner hearings 
in January 2018, the most 
pressing needs have been 
roads and bridges, and it 
has remained that way to 
the current time.  
  Road repair is a con-
stant issue. The cost to re-
place one mile of asphalt 
is over $100,000. Some of 
our bridges need repair or 

  Please give a brief sum-
mary of your qualifica-
tions and highlight why 
voters should elect or re-
elect you to county office?
  As a Pastor, Firefighter, 
and Chaplain, I have de-
voted my professional life 
to the service of other peo-
ple.  
  I find public service ex-
tremely rewarding.  I have 
skills in leadership, lis-
tening to others ideas and 
needs, dealing with stress-
ful situations, creative 
problem solving, working 
as part of a team and many 
others that will help me as 
a Commissioner.  
  I also have the passion 
and energy needed to be a 
successful representative 
of the people of Washing-
ton County.  
  As someone who was 
raised here, I believe I 
have a responsibility to 
serve this county in any 
way I am able.  
  I believe being a Com-
missioner is one more 
way I can give back to the 
county that raised me, pro-
vided my education, and 
engrained a strong work 
ethic in me. 

  It has given me a place 
to work, to live and raise a 
family. You should vote for 
me because I will listen to 
you. 
  I will do the hard work 
and the research necessary, 
have the important con-
versations, then do what 
I believe is right for all 
the people of Washington 
County.  
  I will uphold the Con-
stitution of the United 
States, The Constitution of 
the State of Idaho, and the 
laws and regulations of our 
great State and Washington 
County.   
  What one part of county 

government would receive 
more attention if you were 
elected?
  I would like to further 
invest, encourage, and 
support the most important 
part of the county and that 
is the people.  
  I believe we have a lot 
of great people who work 
and live in this county.  I 
believe any organization, 
including government, 
works best when there is 
partnership.  
  I will bring a positive 
attitude and strong work 
ethic to the county.  I will 
not micromanage, but let 
people make their own de-
cisions and trust them to do 
what is right.  
  I also believe our system 
of government was de-
signed to work for the peo-
ple. In order to do that, we 
have to include the people. 
  We should never be told 
that our opinions don’t 
matter or that our voice 
shouldn’t be heard. I will 
make sure you have a 
chance to be heard.  
  I would like to see agen-
das, notices, and other 

Lisa Collini (I) - Republican

Ryan Kerby (I) - Republican Jim Smith - Republican

Lyndon Haines – Republican

As a service to our readers, the Weiser Signal American asked candidates running for local offices in 
the May 19 Primary Election to respond to questions of interest. The candidates were given the same 
questions and asked to keep answers to 250 words or less for each question. An 'I' next to their name 
indicates the incumbent. The May 19 primary election will be conducted by mail. All voters must request 
an absentee ballot through the secretary of state's website or from the Washington County clerk's office.
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see SMITH , Page 6see KERBY , Page 6
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  Please give a brief sum-
mary of your qualifica-
tions and highlight why 
voters should elect or 
re-elect you to the Idaho 
Legislature? 
  We have made solid 
progress in education and 
corrections, funding for 
roads, reducing regulations 
and lowering taxes, but I 
have unfinished business 
in each of these sectors.  
  Idaho is a great place to 
live as evidenced by being 
the fastest growing state in 
America the last few years, 
and I want to keep it that 
way. 
  I have a strong track 
record of working to im-
prove Idaho’s business 
environment through low-
ering taxes (I co-sponsored 
several bills that have be-
come law) and reducing 
regulation (Idaho is now 
the least regulated state in 
the union). 
  I have been endorsed by 
the Idaho Association of 
Commerce and Industry.

I was Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD) 
Idaho Legislator of the 
Year in 2019.
  I have received the “Ag-
ricultural All-Star” award 
each of my six years in 
the legislature, and have 
been endorsed and/or am 
financially supported in 
this election by many ag 
groups, including the Idaho 
Dairy Industry PAC, Idaho 
Cattlemen’s Assoociation, 
Idaho Sugar Beet Growers 

Association., Idaho On-
ion Growers, Idaho Log-
gers PAC and Idaho Forest 
Group, to name a few.
  I am proud of my en-
dorsement by Gov. Brad 
Little: “I strongly endorse 
Ryan Kerby for the posi-
tion of Representative in 
District 9. As a conserva-
tive Republican, Ryan is 
a supporter of agricultural 
interests, business, bal-
anced budgets and educa-
tion.” 
  What one part of state 
government would receive 
more attention if you were 
elected?
  Education. For years 
rural schools like those in 
District 9 have lost excel-
lent teachers to neighbor-
ing states (six left Fruit-
land for Oregon schools 
just last year). 
  To address this, we 
passed the career ladder 
my first year in the legis-
lature, upgrading starting 

  Please give a brief sum-
mary of your qualifica-
tions and highlight why 
voters should elect or 
re-elect you to the Idaho 
Legislature? 
  I have considered this 
run ever since our current 
Secretary of State Lawer-
ence Denney vacated the 
seat for his campaign for 
constitutional office.  
  I finally decided it was 
time for a change in Seat 
A in District 9.  I am bas-
ing my decision on my 
opponent's voting record 
in recent years and his de-
tachment from the voters 
of District 9.  
  I love Idaho.  I love our 
little part of Idaho and I am 
committed to protect our 
conservative values. 
  I believe that with a "lit-
tle" vote here and another 
there, our legislature is 
leaning further and further 
to the left every year.  We 
once had one of the most 
respected delegations in 
the state.  

  We need to have a dele-
gation that works together 
with the interests of our 
constituents first and the 
rest of Idaho after that.    
  I have a lifetime of pri-
vate sector work experi-
ence. I have worked for 
others and I have owned 
many businesses. 
  I had about 10 years that 
I was with the Idaho De-
partment of Labor.  I was 
promoted very quickly 
into administration and a 

little over 15 years ago I 
was promoted to manage 
the office located in Pay-
ette and serving Payette, 
Washington and Adams 
counties.  
  A few years ago my wife 
and I purchased a small fit-
ness company that was 
based out of Weiser.  
  We have grown that 
company to over 2,500 
members currently in four 
locations and a couple of 
dozen employees (when 
we are open and running 
normally).  We have mem-
bers from every town in 
District 9 except Notus!  
  What one part of state 
government would receive 
more attention if you were 
elected?
  That is a very broad 
question. We don't get to 
choose one part to work on 
as legislators.  I am ready 
to deal with everything 
that comes our way in the 
House of Representatives.  

Idaho House of Representatives, District 9, Seat A

Washington County Commission, District 1



teacher salaries, and this 
year we improved expe-
rienced teacher salaries. I 
was very involved in the 
writing and passage of 
each bill. 
  Several years ago I 
wrote the original bill for 
the program in which high 
school students take dual 
credit courses, (so called 
because they count for 
high school and college 
credit), and the program 
has completely changed 
the high school experience 
in Idaho. 
  Last school year 26,000 
high school students across 
Idaho earned 184,000 dual 
credits. That is many thou-
sands of Idaho students 
who will have less college 
debt and who are more 
likely to finish college or 
get an industry certifica-
tion.
  I have worked with other 
legislators to improve Ca-
reer Technical Education 
(CTE). We have increased 
programs, reduced barri-
ers for bringing in indus-
try certified teachers, and 
this year I helped write, 
then carried a resolution to 
change high school gradu-
ation standards to better fit 
the needs of our students 
who plan to enter CTE 
fields.
  I brought a bill in 2019 
which helps high school 
students get involved in 

apprenticeship programs 
(electricians, diesel me-
chanics, welders, HVAC, 
etc.), and the program was 
recently placed on the Na-
tional Governor’s Associa-
tion “best practices” list for 
career technical education.  
  This program is expand-
ing rapidly in Idaho. The 
idea for the bill originated 
in Weiser, with Doug Ap-
plegate of Comfort Zone 
HVAC working with 
Wil Overgaard of Weiser 
schools.
  I worked countless 
hours this session with 
Representatives and Sena-
tors, along with skilled 
educators, to set in motion 
a two-year process to elim-
inate problems caused by 
Common Core Standards. 
  I have been asked to 
serve on the Math Stand-
ards Committee and help 
put this divisive issue be-
hind us. 
  What do you see as the 
most pressing needs for 
infrastructure or capital 
projects in the state? In 
District 9?
  Road and bridge main-
tenance is probably our 
most pressing infrastruc-
tural need. A lot of work 
has been done by the state 
on Highway 95, including 
resurfacing much of the 
road between Fruitland 
and New Meadows, and 
replacing quite a few old 

and unstable bridges. 
  The problem is the 
roads and bridges which 
are maintained by the 
counties, cities, and high-
way districts, and paid for 
largely by local property 
taxes. 
  I get more complaints 
about poorly maintained 
roads and structurally un-
sound bridges than on any 
other subject from patrons 
in District 9.  
  We have increased lo-
cal road and bridge fund-
ing several times since I’ve 
been in the Legislature, but 
it is still not enough. 
  Washington County has 
the most unstable bridges, 
30, in the entire state of 
Idaho. Several of those 
bridges have load limits.
  We passed a bill this 
year that would have given 
the cities, counties, and 
highway districts more 
funding for bridge main-
tenance, but it was vetoed 
by the Governor because 
of financial instability due 
to COVID-19. This will 
continue to be an area of 
emphasis for me.
  Are public schools in 
Idaho funded at an ad-
equate level?
  I think we’ve done an 
admirable job of funding 
schools since I’ve been 
in the Legislature. There 

6 WEISER SIGNAL AMERICAN, Wednesday, April 22, 2020

HAINES, from page 5

KERBY, from page 5

COLLINI, from page 5

SMITH, from page 5

see, KERBY, Page 10

replacement. One bridge 
was load-restricted, not 
because the bridge was 
deficient, but because 
there are updated State 
bridge standards and our 
bridge did not meet the 
new standards and there-
fore had to be fixed at the 
County’s expense, in the 
area of $100,000, an ex-
ample of unfunded man-
dates by the State.
  Are county taxes too 
high, about right or 
pleasantly low?
  Taxes are always too 
high, I think most eve-
ryone agrees with that.  
County assessors deter-
mine the value of tax-
able property within the 
county.  
  I would like to see 
Idaho counties work with 
the State to address the 
formula that county asses-
sors are required to use to 
set those values.  
  This is an area where 
the relationships I’ve 
built in the past two years 
through Idaho Associa-
tion of Counties confer-
ences can benefit Wash-
ington County.
  Not all taxes collected 
by the Treasurer stay with 

the County, they go to in-
dividual taxing districts 
that charge taxes that the 
County collects, such as 
school districts, highway 
districts, cemetery dis-
tricts, hospital districts 
and ambulance districts.
  All elected officials and 
department heads present 
budgets to Commission-
ers for approval, and we 
do our best to hold taxes 
at a minimum, but still ac-
complish what we’re sup-
posed to be doing for the 
County. 
  Should the county be 
encouraging building 
and development?
  There is a lot of room 
for growth in our county.  
More building and devel-
opment, more families 
moving here, all of that 
means more revenue, 
which is needed to pay not 
only the cost of running 
our county, but to pay for 
the many unfunded man-
dates by the state.  
  Growth is good for the 
county, good for our cit-
ies, good for local busi-
nesses, but it must be 
managed growth. It is 
critically important to re-
member that we must pro-

tect agricultural land.  We 
cannot sacrifice ag land 
for growth.   Planning & 
Zoning Commissioners 
are crucial to the inevi-
table growth that is com-
ing, and they have worked 
very hard to update our 
Comprehensive Plan.  
  Future growth is why 
it is so important for us to 
work on our zoning codes, 
streamline them and make 
them less subject to inter-
pretation.  
  I know how important 
the real estate community 
is to the future growth in 
our county.  
  I am a member of SRE-
DA, Snake River Eco-
nomic Development Alli-
ance, and also the Greater 
Weiser Economic Task 
Force. 
  Realtors are mem-
bers of both associations, 
along with Chamber of 
Commerce representa-
tives, mayors, city council 
members, county com-
missioners, representa-
tives of businesses and 
schools, and the relation-
ships we are building are 
crucial to the economic 
development and growth 
in our county.

county information be 
made even more available 
and easier to access than it 
already is.  
  I believe we can use so-
cial media, email, our lo-
cal newspapers, and other 
online resources to do this.  
The people of Washington 
County should never have 
to be surprised by a deci-
sion that has been made by 
their Commissioners.     
  What do you see as the 
most pressing needs for 
infrastructure or capital 
projects in the county?
  Roads and Bridges.  Af-
ter graduating from col-
lege and getting married, 
I went to work for Idaho 
Garbologist.  
  During my time driving 
a garbage truck, I drove the 
routes that serviced Weis-
er, Midvale, Cambridge 
and Hells Canyon. 
  I have driven almost 
every road in this county. 
As citizens, not only should 
we have quality roads and 
bridges to live our daily 
lives, but our economy de-
pends on them.  
  Our businesses, espe-
cially our ranchers and 
farmers, rely on these 
roads to get their livestock, 
equipment, goods through-
out the county. 
  We currently have many 
bridges with load limits 
that make it difficult to 
move large equipment. 
Those same bridges are not 
passable for our larger fire 
apparatus, delaying emer-
gency response times.  
  Washington County also 
has some amazing places 
to visit. We have many 

outdoorsmen, campers, 
hikers, sight-seers and oth-
ers who come regularly to 
take in all that we have to 
offer.  
  How can they visit 
and recreate here while 
utilizing our businesses 
(gas stations, restaurants, 
stores, etc.), if they can’t 
get to these places? We 
must invest in our roads 
and bridges now. The cost 
of fixing them will only 
get more expensive as time 
goes on.    
  Are county taxes too 
high, about right or pleas-
antly low?
  From the information I 
have gathered our county, 
our taxes are not unrea-
sonable. None of us want 
to pay more taxes than we 
have to. The questions I try 
to ask are these: Are we 
getting what we pay for?  
Do I believe our tax money 
is being used responsibly?  
I looked over the county’s  
budget and have not found 
any spending that I would 
view as wasteful or unnec-
essary.  
  As a Pastor in a small 
community, I am used to 
making every penny count.  
As you all know, a church 
or any non-profit survives 
off of nothing but dona-
tions. That is the world I 
come from. I believe that 
quality does not have to be 
sacrificed in order to be fis-
cally responsible.  
  I will bring that same 
attitude of providing qual-
ity services at a reasonable 
and responsible cost to the 
County. 
  Should the county be 

encouraging building and 
development?
  Yes, healthy and con-
trolled building and devel-
opment. I believe it is more 
important now than ever 
for the county to be pre-
pared for the growth that is 
already coming.  
  We all know that Idaho 
has experienced extreme 
growth and is likely to 
continue to experience this 
growth.  
  While that growth has 
happened mainly in the 
other end of the valley, it 
is spreading our way.  We 
have to plan and prepare 
for it or the growth will be 
uncontrolled.  
  If it is uncontrolled, we 
will lose more of our pre-
cious agricultural ground.  
This ground has to be pro-
tected not only because 
of its importance to our 
economy, but because it is 
a huge part of our way of 
life.  
  One thing I will do as 
County Commissioner 
is support our Planning 
and Zoning Commission.  
We have many dedicated 
citizens, both past and 
present, who have volun-
teered their precious time 
to help shape Washington 
County in important ways.   
  I believe the Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
is one of those examples of 
citizens getting to directly 
shape the policies and pro-
cedures of their govern-
ment.   
  We need more people 
like them and more oppor-
tunities for us as citizens to 
shape our government. 

  Agriculture and local 
business and industry will 
always be at the top of 
my priorities. I am a retail 
businessman. When ag or 
business fails, I fail.   
  I am a huge believer in 
less government. We are 
very unique here on the 
Idaho frontier. We are not 
into group-think and we 
are very, very independ-
ent. That is why the prin-
ciples of liberty ring so 
strongly here. 
  We are not as influ-
enced by the liberal media 
and the “Chicken Littles” 
of the world.  And the last 
thing we want is to be dic-
tated to.   
  We do not look to 
government to solve our 
problems. We believe 
government has a specific 
role and when it oversteps 
that role, we tend to be 
much less obedient than 
the group thinkers in the 
bigger cities. 
  We are perfectly fine 
defending ourselves and 
governing ourselves with 
the local, state and federal 
governments providing 
support.  
  I will always support 
our U.S. Constitution 
and make every deci-
sion as a representative 
based on its principles. 
  What do you see as the 
most pressing needs for 
infrastructure or capital 
projects in the state? In 
District 9? 
  One project I would 
absolutely support would 
be the improvement and 
widening of Highway 95 
from Palisades Junction 
(Highway 95 & Interstate 
84) to Weiser. This is be-
coming a major thorough-
fare and is very precari-
ous.  

  For the sake of agricul-
tural and commuter traf-
fic, as well as the lives of 
our residents, this needs 
to be pushed up the prior-
ity list with ITD.
  Are public schools in 
Idaho funded at an ad-
equate level?
   We are so faithful to 
our schools in Idaho.  The 
2020 budget for Idaho 
education is $1.9 billion. I 
want to ensure that we are 
getting our money’s worth 
educating our children.  
  The vast majority of 
our teachers are incred-
ible. They are talented and 
creative and well educat-
ed themselves.  They are 
professional.
  A good manager gives 
his people all of the 
tools they need to suc-
ceed and then Get Out Of 
The Way. We need to do 
the same for our teach-
ers.  Give them the tools 
they need and let them do 
what they do best, and we 
need to pay them well for 
what they do.   
  I believe we fund our 
schools well.  We just 
need to be sure the dol-
lars are being spent where 
they give us the greatest 
ROI (return on invest-
ment)... The front line.   
  Are rising property 
taxes an issue in Idaho? 
Should property taxes be 
capped?
  Well, up until a few 
weeks ago I had a very 
different answer for this 
question when I was 
asked. 
  I think we are going 
to see the events with 
COVID-19 diminish our 
property values that had 
risen so quickly under the 
Trump economy.  
  We won’t know until 

the dust settles but the 
bubble may have popped 
and we will have to build 
again.  I am not anti-tax 
but I am anti-Unnecessary 
increases or more taxes 
through bad fees.  
  Our property tax is al-
ready a burden for the 
privilege of owning prop-
erty in Idaho. Added lev-
ies and taxing districts 
just add more to the over-
all bill for property own-
ers and it takes from their 
abilities to spend and to 
add jobs.   
  Let me preface my next 
statement with a sincere 
thank you to our county 
treasurers and commis-
sioners and our city lead-
erships.  
  Thank you for your 
hours and hours of dedica-
tion to our communities.   
I know it is not a popular 
proposal with those good 
people to put a cap or to 
freeze property taxes and 
levy rates.  
  They have bills to pay 
too and usually when 
property taxes are increas-
ing, so are populations 
and increased expenses to 
our municipalities.  
  We want tax freezes 
and then the cities and 
counties are burdened 
with unfunded mandates 
from the state.  
  We need to meet in the 
middle and quit cutting 
a foot off one end of the 
blanket and sewing it on 
the other end and calling 
it a tax cut. 
  I appreciate this oppor-
tunity and would invite 
readers to see my web-
site at jimsmithforidaho.
org.   There they will find 
my platform in great de-
tail as well as information 
to contact me directly.
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Business Spotlight...
  Farm Commercial Irrigation was es-
tablished in May of 1998 and has been 
the areas pump repair and supplier of ir-
rigation parts for large farms and ranches 
to yards and gardens.
  Helping farmers and gardeners with 
their irrigation needs is not all the local 
company provides. Some of the services 
and products the company carries include 
irrigation pumps and parts, parts for yard 
systems and gardens, plumbing supplies 
from galvanized pipe up to 15 inches and 
PVC pipe. 
  Farm Irrigation’s crew of six employ-
ees also repairs and installs irrigation 
pumps for local farmers, they set up 
stock water systems, and offer field and 
shop welding fabrications and so much 
more.
  Gilbert Ball and Dick Cox established 
the business. Cox has retired from the 
daily business but he is still associated 
with the company and helps out when 

needed. 
  Owner Gilbert Ball and Randy Leach 
and Kelly Leach have been at Farm 
Commercial since the business opened in 
1998. The three have all been residents 
of Weiser for over 30 years. This year 
marks their 22nd year in business.
  Ball commented that the favorite part 
about working in Washington County 
and the surrounding area is that it still has 
a small home town feel where people still 
work well together and treat each other 
with respect.
  The company’s motto is “Get it done!”
  They are a one stop business helping 
with watering issues, galvanized and 
PVC pipe, welding and winter blow outs.  
Call the crew at Farm Commercial Irri-
gation and they will “Get it done.”
  They are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to 12 
noon on Saturdays during the summer 
months, April to September.

Farm Commercial Irrigation
431 E. First • 208-549-1907 • 1-800-390-1520

  Doug and Gina Applegate established 
Comfort Zone Heating and Cooling on 
May 15, 1996. They currently have 15 em-
ployees available to help with your heat-
ing, cooling and indoor air quality needs.
  With more than 100 years combined ex-
perience in heating and air conditioning, 
Comfort Zone Heating and Cooling, LLC, 
provides our customers with much more 
than customer service in the industry; we 
provide our customers with peace of mind. 
Our concern for your comfort, health, and 
safety is paramount. We consider you our 
friends and neighbors! We understand the 
decision to choose a company that will 
be in your home improving the comfort, 
health, and safety of your family is one not 
to be taken lightly.
  Our employees are background checked 
and participate in a drug and alcohol test-
ing program. Comfort Zone is licensed 
and insured to provide you with a sense 

of security with regards to your home, its 
belongings, and your family. Our indus-
try certifications let you know that we are 
fully trained and qualified to provide you 
with peace of mind and protection. Addi-
tionally, we continue to expand our educa-
tion and knowledge, whenever available, 
through continued industry related educa-
tion.
  Comfort Zone wants to assure you that 
your current and future concerns, financial, 
emotional, and physical, are our concerns 
as well. We want to leave you with a feel-
ing of security that those concerns will be 
addressed. We consider it a privilege to be 
allowed into your home, to help you save 
dollars on monthly utility bills, to help 
with your family’s comfort, health, and 
safety, and to continue to provide future 
service for many years to come.
  Comfort Zone is small enough to listen, 
big enough to deliver!

Farm Commercial Irrigation has been in business for 22 years. The staff, includes, 
from left, Jerry Leach, Kelly Leach, Randy Leach and Gilbert Ball.

Comfort Zone Heating & Cooling
283 E. Commercial • (208) 414-1302 CCB#116071

Doug Applegate
Weiser

(208) 414-1302

283 E. Commercial 
Idaho Cont. #HVC-C-599 • Oregon CCB #116071

Find us online 24/7 at
signalamerican.com
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Gabi and Kilee Saldivar have reopened the former States Produce market in Weiser under a new name and with new ideas. The Saldivas want to support local 
farmers and producers at ‘The Market’ and plan to carry produce, plants and a lot more. The Saldivars grew up in Weiser and are excited to be a part of the local 
business community. In addition to the produce they grow on their farm, they hope to reach out to others for products they can sell.

by Nicole Miller
  Weiser natives Gabi and 
Kilee Saldivar have purchased 
the property formerly known as 
States Produce. 
  Their goal is to bring local 
produce to the community at 
their new business, “The Market 
by Flat Beer Farm.” 
  Within the last few years, the 
Saldivars have become very 
interested in supporting local 
farmers and producers in the 
community. 
  Growing up in Weiser, they 
both felt that they were always 
very supported by local business 
owners. 
  “I can remember going around 
town asking for sponsorship of 
athletics, FFA, and other activi-
ties we were a part of. The com-

munity support that comes from 
small business often goes unrec-
ognized, but it is very important. 
We are excited to be a part of 
the local businesses that helps 
support our community and our 
schools,” Saldivar said. 
  The Saldivars grow a large 
garden of their own as well as 
farm fresh meat. They have a 
small farm on the Flat that they 
have named Flat Beer Farm and 
have valued growing and rais-
ing their own food and having 
the peace of mind of not only 
knowing where their food comes 
from, but from growing some of 
their own food during these un-
certain times. 
  The Saldivars want the peo-
ple in the community to have 
access to fresh local goods 

that are grown right here in the 
area. Whether it is through buy-
ing starts to grow some of their 
own vegetables or buying local 
produce from local growers, it 
is their hope that people in our 
community can shop at “The 
Market” and take comfort that 
they are buying local food and 
can know exactly where their 
food came from. 
  The community has many lo-
cal farmers that raise such great 
products. The Saldivars hope 
that “The Market” will act as a 
hub for local goods. Shopping 
local also helps support fami-
lies, business, and schools in the 
community. 
  While neither of the Saldivars 
have owned a business in the 
past, the two have been working 

hard to utilize as many resources 
as they can to make the business 
start off on a successful note. 
  Their main goal with The 
Market is to connect local con-
sumers to local producers. They 
have been working to build part-
nerships with multiple people in 
our community for both plants 
and produce.
  The greenhouse is ready to go 
and is full of veggie starts and 
flowers for the April opening. 
They will have featured tables in 
the greenhouse of plants grown 
by both Weiser Ag and TVCC 
horticulture program, and hope 
to continue to feature local pro-
ducers.
  “We would like to encourage 
people to reach out to us, let us 
know what they have to offer the 

community, whether it’s extra 
garden veggies they are wanting 
to sell, extra plant starts, eggs, 
homemade goods, hay, beef, or 
bacon, we want to know about 
it! If we can sell it, we want to 
showcase who our suppliers are 
and show what cool things our 
community produces,” Saldivar 
said. 
  The Saldivars also plan to 
share resources to help connect 
consumers to products they can-
not sell such as livestock. They 
will have a large board in the 
store showing who has what to 
offer.   
  The market will be open on 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. through 
the early season with extended 
hours to come starting in June. 

Former States Produce opens under new ownership
‘The Market’ will offer locally sourced produce, plants and other products in Weiser

  The third quarter con-
cluded at Weiser’s schools 
just prior to Spring Break 
and the announcement that 
students will finish  the 
school year through dis-
tance learning. 
  Weiser Middle School 
announced the three 
grades high achieving 
students. Students listed 
in the high honor roll list 
achieved a grade point av-
erage of 3.8-4.0 and those 
on the honor roll main-
tained a grade point aver-
age of 3.0-3.79.

High honor roll
6th Grade

  Thayn Blanchard, Keith 
Boles, Adalyn Brush, 
Hardy Capurro, Natalee 
Clarry, Noah Clawson, 
Evelyn Dolton, Isabella 
Froshiesar, Presley Gam-
ble, Baylee Gutierrez, 

Madeline Hansen, Tel-
syn Hawker, Elizabeth 
Hersey, Aislyn Hessing, 
Payton Hoffman, Cole 
Ingle, Kaden LaChapelle, 
Presley Martin, Claire 
Matthews, Wyatt Neck-
els, Brayden Nordgren, 
Michael Odette, Halle Se-
ward, Michael Shaber, El-
lie Shirts, Gracie Stayton, 
Gage Walker.

7th Grade
  Stephanie Aldrich, Ad-
dison Anderson, Aidan 
Attebery, Hali Blanchard, 
Tatem Clary, Kolin Cook, 
Hailey Eames, Elysia 
Goodwin, Teagan Hawker, 
Lucy Hickey, Dauge Mc-
Clellan, Paisley Noyer, Ju-
dah Parsons, Kayd Roth, 
Olivia Sanders, Ashlynn 
Strasser, Bridger Strasser, 
Bennett Torres, Karsten 
Walker, Elvis Williams.

8th Grade
  Kaleiss Brugger, Mason 
Brush, Trista Beuscher, 
Aleska Burton, Bai-
ley Coleman, Shaquaya 
Crockett, Edith Delga-
dillo, Chloe Gloria, Tyler 
Hamilton, Elizabeth 
Hansen, Daniela Ixta, Lil-
lian Janicek, Trinity John-
son, Bryce King, Emri 
Kunz, Erin Larsen, Danica 
Lockett, McKenna Mans-
er, Armando Montoya, Is-
abel Odette, Kiana Olvera, 
Gabriel Perez, Gracelynn 
Perez, Braden Phillips, 
ReAnn Reese, Kendall 
Rynearson, Marie Shaber, 
Jack Shirts, Brock Spen-
cer, Ella Terry, Jack Tuck-
er, Jayden Walker, Abigail 
Wilkins, Gracie Young.

Honor roll
6th Grade

  Soren Alder, Cristina 

Arana, Dylann Ashley, 
Lily Bittinger, Ezra Blank-
enbaker, Zylee Brugger, 
Camden Carter, Emory 
Chandler, Sierra Crandall,
Shayd Crossley, Zaiden 
DeLap, Christina Dodson, 
Gabriella Friedley, Owen 
Funke, Breann Gomez, 
Autumn Jones, Michael 
Kielhorn, Keller King, 
Jackson Laird, Skyler 
Lancaster, Ailyn Lopez, 
Ximena Lopez, Samantha 
Luna, Viannet Magana, 
Cambria Maldonado, 
Katherine McQueen, Na-
tosha Morris, Kendal Ni-
cholson, Carson Ogburn, 
Elizabeth Pallares, Kai-
den Peck, Emiliano Perez, 
Christopher Rodriguez, 
Hayden Samson, Mady-
son Shelby, Aliana So-
rensen, Doreli Villalobos, 
Michaela Young.

7th Grade
  Austin Ashley, Shelby 
Babb, Kaden Baumann, 
Luke Brunson, Melanie 
Chavez, Tristan Clarry, 
Kash Cobb, Kamryn Doty, 
Domingo Estrada, Cal-
lee Foster, Kaylee Harris, 
Sarah Henderson, Trinity 
Hernandez, Ariana Hurta-
do, Yareli Ixta, Anahi Ixta, 
Isaiah Ixta, Alonzo Jua-
rez, Pearl Kaewta, Josh-
ua Kelley, Alex Lazaro, 
Ninaleigh Magana, Joshua 
Mizar, Alia Oarbeascoa, 
Emma Odoms, Yovani 
Ramirez, Riggin Rob-
erts, Abraham Sanchez, 
Luke Sarich, Brookelynn 
Schooley, Mateyah Shar-
rai, Kinda Sherry, Ashton 
Slyter, Marley Widner, 
Madilynn Wiles, Madilyn 
Wilkins, Stockton Young, 
Ryan Youngberg.

8th Grade
  Aryssa Aburto, Banzer 
Arnett, Stephanie Becerra, 
Brooklyn Brown, Allie 
Buckalew, Larell Chan-
dler, Daniel Clemmer, 
Hannah Cramer, Finnian 
Dolton, Wyatt Erickson, 
Lydia Frederick, Joanna 
Frias, Abigail Hall, Kian 
Hartley, Edgar Hernandez, 
Katelyn Hill, EllyAnna 
Huggins, Carter Jensen, 
Guadalupe Juarez, Kyllie 
Lambertsen, Neva Lavy, 
Edgar Lazaro, Daniel 
Lopez, Estrella Lopez, 
Diana Magana, Bailey 
Miller, Kristi Morris, Ash-
ley O’Connor, Ryndon 
Olsen, Mollie Price, Rylee 
Roberts, Elvyra Santos, 
Audrie Schock, Aurora 
Slyter, Kyler Sylvia, Cay-
cee Thien, Hillary Walker, 
Eli Woods.

Weiser Middle School announces honor students
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Chief Nursing Officer Ginger Watko is the newest member of the management 
team at Weiser Memorial Hospital. Most recently, she worked as the CNO at 
Wrangell Medical Center in Wrangell, Alaska. Watko has been a registered nurse 
for 22 years and has worked in healthcare for 33 years. Photo by Steve Lyon

by Steve Lyon
  When Ginger Watko started her new 
job of chief nursing officer at Weiser 
Memorial Hospital, she quickly shifted 
priorities from routine orientation to 
assessing the coronavirus situation and 
where she could help out.
  The hospital had an emergency op-
erations team in place and was ready 
for any influx of ill patients. The focus 
of medical staff for the past month has 
largely been on preparing for the possi-
ble impacts of the coronavirus.
  “Everybody already had a good han-
dle on things. I was impressed,” she said. 
  Weiser is fairly isolated and has not 
seen the number of coronavirus cases 
that have been confirmed in Ada and 
Canyon counties. 
  State public health officials have re-
ported one confirmed case in Washing-
ton County and that was more than three 
weeks ago.
  “The good thing is this is allowing us 
to look at what’s working and what’s not 
working in other communities,” Watko 
said.
  As the newest member of the manage-
ment team, Watko is the administrator 
of clinical nursing and the leader for a 
nursing staff of 68 to 70 employees at 
WMH. 
  The CNO position has the responsi-
bility for regulation compliance, nursing 
standards and quality metrics, patient 
care and safety, customer and employee 
satisfaction. 
  Most recently, Watko held the CNO 
position at Wrangell Medical Center, a 
25-bed critical access  hospital and long-
term care center at Wrangell, Alaska. 
The two hospitals share a lot of similari-
ties, both in size and mission.
  She wanted to move “down south” 
from the Alaskan frontier to be closer to 
family in Pomeroy, Wash. Her husband, 
David, works for the county and she still 
has two daughters in high school living 
at home out of a blended family of eight 
children. She can make weekend trips to 

see him and her two daughters instead of 
monthly trips from Alaska. 
  She grew up in Walla, Walla, Wash. 
In some  ways, Weiser reminds Watko of 
that community. She likes small towns 
that are not too far from an urban area if 
she feels the need to go to the city.  
  Watko has worked in healthcare for 33 
years and has been a registered nurse for 
22 years. She earned a master’s degree 
in nursing and moved into health care 
management 15 years ago “to provide a 
voice for nurses.”
  She thinks the CNO position is a good 
fit with her leadership philosophy. After 
meeting management and interviewing 
for the position at WMH, she got the 
sense that nurse empowerment and job 
satisfaction were priorities.
  “I consider myself to be a transfor-
mational leader and by that I mean that 
it takes a team to lead and manage and 
that everyone has something to contrib-
ute and bring to the table,” she said in a 
short video posted on the hospital’s Fa-
cebook page.
  She works with nursing managers to 
make sure they have what they need to 
do their jobs. As a former floor nurse, 
she knows it’s important that the nursing 
staff from the top down understand what 
is behind policies why things are done a 
certain way.  
  Watko replaced Deena Rauch, who 
came to WMH as an interim CNO at a 
time when the hospital was trying to fill 
the management position and stayed for 
more than two years.
   Rauch said at the time she could 
guarantee a commitment of two years 
and filled a gap in nursing. She really 
liked the hospital, community and local 
residents. 
  She expressed a desire to move back 
to Moscow last October and the hospital 
started the search that resulted in the hir-
ing of Watko.
  “I know Ginger, with her skill set, 
will take nursing to even a higher level,” 
CEO Steve Hale said.

Ginger Watko joins Weiser Memorial 
Hospital team as chief nursing officer
CNO is responsible for clinical nursing services at hospital
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Letters to the editor continued: Primary election 

Commissioners decide to keep courthouse closed

Hospital remains ready to deal with coronavirus

Rural health systems will benefit from legislation

May 19 election by mail

Gas selling for under $2

Kerby seeks re-election

Fight the swamp 
in Washington 
County 

were serious cuts during 
the recession of 2008-11 
or so, but since I’ve been 
in office we have restored 
schools’ operational funds 
to pre-recession levels, 
and also have improved 
salaries through the career 
ladder.
  The first phase of the ca-
reer ladder increased start-
ing teacher wages from 
$32,000 to what it is today 
$40,000. That has helped 
recruit teachers, and our 
teacher shortage is not 
quite as acute as it was in 
2015 when we first passed 
the career ladder. 
  This year we updated 
the career ladder to gradu-
ally increase the salaries of 
experienced teachers.
  Some people say 
schools are way under-
funded, some say we are 
giving them plenty, or 
even too much. My posi-
tion is that Idaho is doing 
a very solid job of funding 
schools given our tax base. 
  We have to budget our 
funds very judiciously. 
Taxes need to be low 
enough that business is at-
tracted to Idaho, and sala-
ries must be high enough 
to attract and retain quality 
teachers, so it is a fine bal-
ance.
  Are rising property 
taxes an issue in Idaho? 
Should property taxes be 
capped?
  Rising property taxes 
are a problem throughout 
Idaho, but acutely so in 

Ada and a few other coun-
ties with large populations. 
In some taxing districts in 
Ada County the budgets 
are rising more than 10 
percent per year. The tax-
payers in those districts 
are absolutely furious, and 
rightly so.
  In Idaho Code local 
budgets can go up only 3 
percent per year, but local 
taxing districts can then 
add taxes from new con-
struction and annexation.  
  Since there is so much 
new construction in Ada 
and other highly populated 
counties, their local taxing 
districts can make budget 
increases that result in the 
base being permanently 
much higher. 
  In Washington, Payette, 
and Adams counties, with 
some new construction but 
nothing like the big cities, 
most budgets are going up 
between 3 percent and 5 
percent. 
  Capping the total budget 
increase does seem like 
one of the better solutions 
I have heard. 
  We need to be careful 
with the limit we choose, 
however, because property 
taxes pay for much of the 
road and bridge mainte-
nance in some of our coun-
ties. 
  Washington County’s 30 
bridges that are no longer 
structurally sound, with 
load limits or other issues, 
need to be fixed, and that 
will require funding.

base their decisions on their 
own agendas and not the 
facts that were presented 
by long-time residents who 
have supported Washing-
ton County with their tax 
dollars.
  Washington County is 
experiencing growth and 
with the recent firing of the 
building inspector there is 
a hardship for the contrac-
tors and residents without a 
licensed building inspector.  
  There will now be a 
costly settlement that the 
county taxpayers will be 
paying as the firing was 
done in an open session. 
There are procedures that 
are to be followed in Idaho 
Code that were not. 
  The Idaho Association of 
Counties conducts training 
for all elected officials for 
conducting meetings, fol-
lowing Idaho Code, open 
meeting laws to prevent 
this unnecessary firing and 
lawsuit from happening.   
  Ignorance of the law is 

no excuse and the firing 
was wrong. The conduct 
and procedure of the board 
was wrong. 
  These are my concerns 
about the direction our 
county is going, and it is 
time for a change.  
  We need a government 
that is willing to listen to 
the citizens of the county 
and make decisions based 
on all facts received and not 
their agendas.
  After meeting Lyndon 
and listening to him I was 
excited to help his cam-
paign in any way I could. 
It is so great to have this 
young man wanting to 
serve in this capacity to 
serve all Washington Coun-
ty residents.  
  I strongly feel this is 
what we all need is to have 
someone who has such en-
ergy, proponent of open, 
honest and transparent 
government and desires to 
make Washington County 
an exceptional place to live 

and continue to become a 
place we can all be proud to 
call home. 
  He has proven that he is 
successful in public service 
as a pastor of the Weiser 
Christian Church, involved 
with the Weiser Area Rural 
Fire District and Weiser 
Recreation Department.   
  Please join me and vote 
for Lyndon Haines for 
Washington County Com-
missioner, District 1, in the 
upcoming Primary Election 
May 19, 2020.

Sharon Widner  
Midvale

Editor:
  The political swamp is 
alive and well in Washing-
ton County. 
  It is amazing how firing 
an employee brought out 
the mentality of Washing-

ton, D.C., in Washington 
County. 
  To immobilize Commis-
sioner Chandler, the swamp 
is targeting Commissioner 
Collini. Obviously the 
firing of this employee 
stepped on some toes. 
  A commissioner who 
really dedicates time and 
effort in working for the 
county works all week. 
There is more to being a 
county commissioner than 
just going to the business 
meeting on Monday. 
  They meet with the 
department heads in the 
morning, and listen to 
public testimony in the 
afternoon during the hear-
ings.  
  They must devote time 
to studying state code and 
county ordinances so they 
make sound and fair deci-
sions from these meetings.  
  Fight the swamp. Vote 
Collini.

Donna Lake
Midvale

another two weeks until 
April 30, which will cur-
tail the amount of driving 
by Idahoans and should 
continue to put downward 
pressure on gas prices.
  The state average for 
gas prices on Monday 
was $1.92 a gallon. That 
is down 50 cents from a 
month ago and nearly $1 
cheaper than a year ago.
  Nationwide,  gas prices 
have been on a general 
downward trend for the 
past two months. The re-
duced demand has led to 
increased gas inventories 
in all regions of the coun-
try, even as refineries have 
reduced production by 30 
percent, AAA said.
  The national average 
gas price on Monday was 
$1.84 per gallon, which 
was $1 cheaper than a year 
ago, when gas cost $2.84. 
  The cheapest gas in the 
country could be found in 

Wisconsin, where prices 
at the pump on Monday 
were $1.22 per gallon. The 
badger state also has expe-
rienced the biggest year-
over-year difference in gas 
prices with a drop of $1.60.
  AAA Idaho, which 
tracks gas prices in the 
Gem State, noted that the 
demand for gas has de-
creased by 44 percent in 
recent weeks in the U.S. 
The demand has not been 
that low since the spring of 
1968.
  Lower gas prices are 
tracking the steep decline 
in crude oil prices. In a 
stunning development on 
Monday, oil prices plunged 
below zero as demand for 
oil collapses amid the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
traders don’t want to get 
stuck owning crude with 
nowhere to store it, ac-
cording to a story in USA 
Today.

officials, the governer 
initially issued the order 
on March 25 for three 
weeks. It was extended on 
April 15 to the end of the 
month. 
  Commissioner Kirk 
Chandler said there are 
still enough confirmed 
coronavirus cases in the 
region to warrant contin-
ued precautions to protect 
employees. 
  While the courthouse 
will stay closed, Sher-
iff Matt Thomas said he 
plans to open the sheriff’s 
office up for business. All 
visitors will be screened 
when they enter the build-
ing.
  Thomas said the clo-
sure of county buildings 
didn’t really help because 
his department and em-
ployees have to interact 
constantly with the public. 
There are attorneys visit-

ing clients at the jail and 
daily VIN inspections and 
brand inspections. 
  People were coming 
and going in and out of the 
justice building whether 
the front door was locked 
or not, he said. 
  “We have contact with 
the public on a daily basis. 
Continuing to shut down 
doesn’t make a whole lot 
of sense for us,” he said. 
  If the number of local 
coronavirus cases was 
larger it might be a differ-
ent situation, he said. 
  One confirmed case of 
coronavirus was identified 
in the county on April 2 by 
state health officials and 
the number has not gone 
up since.
  Anybody that goes back 
in the jail is screened for 
coronavirus symptoms. 
All new arrests also are 
screened before they are 

booked into the jail. Visi-
tors to the jail to speak to 
inmates use a videocon-
ferencing system, Thomas 
said.
  The courthouse and 
county departments are 
still staffed and the public 
can call or email for as-
sistance. There is a locked 
dropbox on the steps of 
the courthouse and a sec-
ond one at the magistrate 
court that people can use 
to pay fines or for paper-
work that cannot be done 
over the phone.
  Clerk Donna Atwood 
said her office has been 
mailing out absentee bal-
lot request forms and 
voter registration cards. 
Members of the public 
can call a department to 
have someone pick up 
something they placed in 
a dropbox at the court-
house. 

  Commissioner Nate 
Marvin said he suggested 
that a table could be set up 
in front of the courthouse 
to allow the public to do 
business with the county 
that can’t be done over the 
phone or email but not al-
low people into the court-
house. 
  Weekly Monday com-
mission meetings have 
been held via videocon-
ferencing. The public can 
observe the meetings via 
the internet. 
  Commissioners previ-
ously said they will try to 
keep their weekly meeting 
short and limit the agenda 
items to what is necessary 
for county functions.
  The county’s trash 
transfer sites in Weiser 
and Midvale will remain 
open for public use, but 
the hours have been re-
duced.

use remote patient moni-
toring and other telecom-
munication technologies 
for continuity of care. 
  These are some of the 
provisions of the bill fo-
cused on assisting rural 
providers.  

  On April 10, the Ad-
ministration began releas-
ing part of the $100 billion 
in provider grants.  
  Idaho is expected to 
receive about $135 mil-
lion in immediate relief 
funds from this first phase 

of distribution to be allo-
cated to 1,864 Idaho pro-
viders and health systems 
based on 2019 Medicare 
fee-for-service claims.  
  As the administration 
continues to allocate the 
$100 billion grant pro-

gram through the HHS 
and other resources, I will 
continue to advocate for 
the needs of all of Idaho – 
including our rural health 
providers.
  Mike Crapo is the sen-
ior senator from Idaho.

  Residents of the state 
who need to register to 
vote can also do that 
through Idahovotes.gov. 
Voter registration will hap-
pen right up to May 19. It 
requires an Idaho driver’s 
license to prove residency 
when registering online.
  County residents who 
need to register to vote can 
also call the county clerk’s 
office and request a reg-

istration card. They can 
fill it out and send a copy 
of their identification and 
proof of county residency 
back to the clerk’s office or 
use the drop off box on the 
steps of the courthouse.
  Voters will pick their 
party’s nominees in a 
number of political races 
in the May 19 primary to 
go on the November gen-
eral election ballot.

needs to admit a patient 
showing symptoms of 
coronavirus, that person 
would be put in an isola-
tion room. 
  If someone was criti-
cally ill with coronavirus 
and needed to be put on 
a ventilator, they would 
be transferred to a larger 
health care facility for 
longer-term care.
  With a triage tent in the 
parking lot, the hospital 
remains ready for any in-
flux of possible coronavi-
rus patients. If the number 
of people with symptoms 
became significant, all 

testing for the virus would 
take place outside of the 
hospital in the tent before 
any admissions.
  Hale said the height-
ened precautions at the 
hospital, which also in-
cludes screening all visi-
tors and employees at the 
ER door, will stay in place 
until the hospital is noti-
fied to “stand down” by 
the governor, the CDC or 
public health agencies. 
  “We can handle, at least 
in the short-term, any-
thing that comes to us,” 
Hale said.
  The hospital has sus-

pended elective surgery 
and procedures during 
the coronavirus crisis. 
The hospital is not doing 
any knee or hip surgeries 
or routine colonoscopies. 
As a result, there will be 
some financial impact to 
the hospital from the loss 
of business.
  If patients could be 
tested for coronavirus and 
the results were avail-
able in an hour and were 
negative, there could be 
the possibility of resum-
ing elective surgery at the 
hospital, Hale said. 
  Right now, there is no 

rapid testing that can do 
that, and if there were 
tests, they would likely go 
to coronavirus hot spots 
and not a rural location 
like Weiser, Hale said.
  There are other consid-
erations to be addressed 
prior to allowing elective 
surgery during the corona-
virus pandemic. 
  If the hospital resumed 
elective surgeries and 
used up all the personal 
protective equipment, that 
could put employees at 
risk if an actual corona-
virus case arrived at the 
hospital, Hale said.



 

Just something to think about
  I haven’t seen any kites out, but it 
has been breezy enough some days 
this past week. 
  The down side of the warmer 
weather is the snakes are thinking it 
is spring, too.  I don’t care what they 
are, I do not like them. 
  Have you spent your check from 
Uncle Sam yet? I should be getting 
mine soon. I have heard that others 
have gotten theirs. I have a couple 
of things for it to go to, but it won’t 

quite make me debt-free. That’s cause 
I will still have car payments. I hope 
to get that taken care of sooner than 
later.
  Hope you are thriving in this time 
of “shut-down.”  I am glad God never 
closes heaven to our prayers. This 
time may even bring us more time 
to pause and think of and praise Him 
and read His word more.
  Just something to think about. 

C. Shaw

Your Faith
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THE HOUSE OF PRAYER
340 W. Commercial St.
Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Night Service - 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Starting Sept. 4 - 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Pastors: Stephen & Debbie Blount
208-549-0669 or 208-318-8660
SAINT AGNES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Gerald J. Funke
214 E. Liberty • 208-549-0088
Saturday Confessions: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
English Saturday Mass: 5 p.m.
English Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.
Spanish Sunday Mass: 12 p.m.
English Daily Mass, Mon.: 12:10 p.m. Tues.-
Wed.: 7:30 a.m.
Friday Spanish Mass: 12:10 p.m. 
First Saturday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
Cambridge Sun. Mass: 10 a.m. or 3:30 p.m.*
Council Sunday Mass: 10 a.m. or 3:30 p.m.*
*alternating between Missions

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Pastor Hunter Mizar - 208-414-0135
Sunday School – 
Children - 9:45 a.m.
Adults - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.
Caravans, Wednesday, after school
510 E. Indianhead Rd.
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
FIRST WARD
Bishop Judd Tolman
Sacrament - 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Group Lessons - 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
208-549-1864
SECOND WARD
Bishop Ammon Nordgren
Sacrament - 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Group Lessons - 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
208-549-1868
THIRD WARD
Bishop Mike Garrison
Sacrament - 9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Group Lessons - 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
208-549-1872

Directory of  Churches WEISER CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1299 E. Second - 208-414-0270 
Worship Service-11:00a.m.
Sunday School-10:00 a.m.
Tues. Evening Study-6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Morning Study-10 a.m.
Lyndon Haines, Pastor
CORNERSTONE 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
515 E. Court St. - 208-549-2103
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:50 a.m.
Sunday Evening - 6 p.m.
Wed. Prayer - 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study - 7 p.m.
Youth Group, Children’s 
  Classes - 7 p.m.
Mark Burgess, Pastor
COMMUNITY CHURCH
OF WEISER
240 E. Main - 208-549-9030
Sunday School - 8:45 a.m.
Children’s Church - 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour - 11:15 a.m.
Wed,: High School Youth - 6:30 p.m.
Small groups throughout the week.
Steve Penner, Pastor

283 E. Commercial
 208-414-1302

CHAMPION
HOME BUILDERS CO.

Sunnyside
208-549-1410Contract ID# 13403

Weiser
Plumbing

Service, LLC

827 E. Commercial 
208-549-0386

E. of Weiser
208-414-1102

Compliments of Management
and Employees

602 Hwy. 95 - Weiser
208-549-3310

www.hometownmotors.com

CCB #116071

Riverside Baptist 
  Coronavirus has an “es-
timated” fatality rate of 
3.5 percent. We don’t re-
ally know for sure. Maybe 
you are following the sta-
tistics. You calculate how 
many people die by what 
age group. Maybe you 
aren’t concerned because 
the odds are in your favor. 
Yet, every rule has an ex-
ception. 
  The odds game sud-
denly becomes personal if 
you’re the one percent. So 
how can you find security 
in a world filled with odds?
  I like to know the odds. 
It gives me a false sense of 
hope. Even if the odds are 
against me I believe I will 
be the exception. I am of-

ten guilty of wishful fool-
ish thinking. Odds provide 
no guarantee.
  That’s why I was greatly 
challenged by John Piper’s 
book “Christ and the Coro-
navirus.” Piper shares his 
recent experience with 
cancer. Every step of the 
way he was told the odds. 
He says this, “Our hope is 
not in the odds. Our hope 
is in God.”
  We are always unsure of 
our physical condition. We 
may live or we may die. 
God has promised that in 
life or in death, we are His. 
His guarantee is through 
faith in the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ. 
He holds us in His sover-
eign, faithful, and good 

hands. Do you have that 
assurance?
  “You do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What 
is your life? For you are a 
mist that appears for a lit-
tle time and then vanishes. 
Instead you ought to say, 
‘If the Lord wills, we will 
live and do this or that.’” 
(James 4:14-15, ESV)     
  I highly recommend you 
read John Piper’s book. 
You can download it for 
free at desiringgod.com. 
  If you have any ques-
tions about this article, the 
Bible, or our church please 
feel free to email us at rb-
cweiser@gmail.com. Our 
church website is riversi-
dechurchweiser.com.

     Pastor Ian Ross

Security when the odds aren’t in your favor

Please bring donated items to Love INC
722 West Idaho • 414-5683

Food of the week: 
Hamburger Helper or similar

TRUE VINE PENECOSTAL 
FELLOWSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOL
738 E. Main St. • 208-550-4938
Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.
Wednesday Service - 7 p.m.
Pastors Tim and Rhonda Cannon
WEISER MARANATHA SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Highway 95 North of Weiser
Saturdays
Song Service 9:20 a.m.
Sabbath School 9:30 a.m.
Church 11:00 a.m.
2nd & 4th weeks 
Vegetarian Fellowship Dinner 12 p.m.
Pastor Angel Acevedo - 208-810-0602
CHURCH OF CHRIST
595 E. 2nd and Liberty St.
Sunday School - 4 p.m.
Sunday Services - 5 p.m.
Wednesday Service - 7 p.m.
Minister Kevin Hooper
RIVERSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
Hwy. 95 South - 208-549-2210
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Ian Ross - 208-549-8343

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
E. First and Liberty Streets - 208 606-9964
Services - 10 a.m. Sundays
John Field, Sr. Warden - 208-549-0198
Blake Coats, Priest - 208-414-1994
www.saintlukes.episcopalidaho.org
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 East Court Street - 208-549-2563
Worship Service - 5 p.m. Sunday
Pastor Christian Zimmerman
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays
WEISER WORSHIP CENTER
P.O. Box 776
208-549-2677
Sunday Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
at Weiser Senior Center
115 E. Main St. 
Pastor Sisto and Nicole Zavala
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Presbyterian Church (USA)
718 State Street
Prelude of Praise - 9:45 a.m.
Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour - 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Daryl Wilson - 208-549-9779

GOD BLESS AMERICA

Be Still, and know that I am God

For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten son that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. John 3:16

St. Luke’s Episcopal
by Carolyn Wesner
  Due to current circumstances many of 
us have more time at home, and home 
baking is having a revival. 
  There are no scientific studies which 
reveal this trend, only the lack of flour 
on the grocery store shelves. Flour is 
used for bread, cake, pasta, and as a 
thickener added to other ingredients 
(and homemade Play-Dough). 
  Most baked goods also include “leav-
ening,” the thing which makes the ingre-
dients bubble up and “rise.” This leav-
ening agent could be yeast, baking soda, 
baking powder, or even eggs. Home 
baking is a process which takes practice 
but the results give great satisfaction – 
nothing like a fresh-from-the-oven yeast 
roll with butter!
  That said, the other definition of leav-
ening has to do with…people. Accord-
ing to the dictionary, this type of leav-
ening can be: “Anything with a quality 
or element that permeates and modifies 
or transforms something for the better/

worse.” 
  In the Bible, Paul told the church at 
Corinth that they had old leaven of cor-
ruption and greed working among their 
families – get rid of it! Then he said 
“you will be like bread of a new baking” 
with the good leavening characteristics 
of sincerity and truth.
  Especially today, there is lots of this 
good leaven bubbling along in our com-
munity: people helping people, showing 
gratitude for workers keeping our sup-
plies coming, hospital and clinic staff 
continuing to work with the sick, teach-
ers caring for their students via distance 
learning, lunches going out from schools 
and senior centers, churches connecting 
with Zoom services, clubs organizing 
charitable activities. This is the “good 
leavening,” the fresh fragrant bread of 
a new baking in our hearts and minds.
  We at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in 
Weiser are thinking of you and praying 
for the safety of our communities. Take 
care, God bless, and listen for the bell 
on Sundays at 11 a.m.

Home baking is on the rise

Church of the Redeemer
  A walk-about with a shelter-in-place 
companion gives opportunity to stop and 
smell the roses and everything else that’s 
in bloom. As we rejoice in all the new 
life springing forth from the earth after 
the apparent death that winter brings, so 
we can rejoice in the life, eternally ours, 
that lies beyond the cross of Jesus.
  From what man’s eye could see, 
Christ our King had died upon that lone-
ly cross at Calvary’s hill. It was over; it 
was done. All our hopes went with Him 
to that unforgiving grave. What seemed 
apparent just was not so. For Jesus our 
Savior, death was a necessary foe to be 
conquered in our stead as He completed 
the way for us to follow Him from life 
into true and unending life.
  While dwelling in His earthly shell of 
dust, springing forth from His heart of 
hearts, Jesus’ love, pure faith and whole-
hearted willingness to obey the Father’s 
will was as a fragrant aroma lifted to the 
very heights of Heaven. On Calvary’s 
cross, those became for us the only ac-
ceptable sacrifice pleasing to the LORD 
by which to gain us forgiveness and free-

dom from the chains that have us bound 
to this life on earth.
  As Jesus Himself foretold, the rag-
ing winds and pouring rains of trial 
will surely fall upon our path during 
the spring-times of our life. Then, when 
winter comes, bringing death as the fi-
nal enemy this world can offer, He says, 
“take courage, for I have overcome the 
world.”
  Our God and Savior has forged the 
way with His very life and bids us “come 
and follow Me.” If in faith we obey, He 
will surely lead us safely home. So let us 
rejoice in the life He brings and glory in 
the hope that springs eternal knowing He 
is alive, and that forevermore!
  Remember it this way, it was death 
that went to the cross to die. Jesus? He 
went to the cross that life may live for all  
– here and now and forevermore – Jody 
R Goode, redeemerweiser@gmail.com.
  John 14:19 (NASB) - ...because I live, 
you will live also.
  We all look forward to when we can 
safely meet again. What a joyous reun-
ion that will be! We will keep you post-
ed. Until then, stay well.

Life awaits beyond the cross
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Cambridge Lumber

Washington County deeds

RYAN

KERBY
District 9 

House Seat A

Re-Elect

PAID KERBY FOR IDAHO

Have News to Report?
Call 549-1717

K&N Repair

44 E. Court St. • Weiser, ID 83672
208-272-0262

Loves the Senior 

by Steve Lyon
  The Idaho High School Activities Asso-
ciation directors made it official last Fri-
day by voting unanimously to cancel high 
school sports for the rest of the school 
year due to the circumstances surrounding 
the coronavirus pandemic.
  The decision by the IHSAA to end the 
season didn’t come as a surprise. Spring 
sports have been suspended since March 
17, although the governing body did hold 
out a glimmer of hope that play could po-
tentially resume if schools re-opened.
  The possibility of salvaging the season 
dimmed with coronavirus-related devel-
opments last week. Gov. Brad Little last 
Wednesday extended the statewide stay-
home order another two weeks through 
April 30. 
  Also, on Thursday the Idaho State 
Board of Education released restrictive 
criteria to be followed before any school 
district could reopen schools.
  IHSAA officials said in a statement on 
Friday that, as the COVID-19 situation 
continued to evolve, it became apparent 
that sports and activities governed by the 
agency could not be held safely and still 
follow the parameters set by the governor, 
the SBOE and the IHSAA. 
  “We empathize with the students, 
schools and communities that this decision 
impacts. The IHSAA also understands the 
disappointment that this will have on our 
student participants, especially the seniors 
who were looking forward to a final cul-
minating event,” The IHSAA said.	
  The IHSAA board said its “highest pri-
ority” will always be ensuring the health 
and safety of student participants, schools 
and patrons. 

  Students in the Weiser School District 
have not been in the classroom since they 
left for spring break in March. Following 
a directive from the Idaho State Board of 
Education to close schools through April 
20, the district implemented a remote 
learning plan with students receiving 
coursework online as of April 1.
  Since then, the Weiser School District 
Board of Trustees met on April 13 and 
voted to extend the classroom closure 
through the end of the current school year 
and continue with remote education. Trus-
tees said it was the best course of action 
given the uncertainties surrounding coro-
navirus.
  No schools have engaged in any sports 
or practices since the IHSAA suspended 
sports on March 17. In addition to all 
spring sports, the IHSAA postponed the 
state debate and speech championships. 
The IHSAA’s decision also impacted 
sports including tennis, baseball, softball, 
golf and track and field.
  One of the first activities to be suspend-
ed by the IHSAA due to concerns about 
the spread of coronavirus was cheer, a 
big letdown for members of Weiser High 
School’s cheer squad, who were looking 
forward to the 3A state competition.
  The IHSAA said current policies, based 
on the SBOE soft closure and current 
IHSAA rules, prohibit the use of school 
facilities and coaches from organizing or 
directing team workouts and practices re-
main in effect until May 18. 
  The IHSAA board will continue to have 
conversations regarding the fall no-con-
tact period and eligibility concerns that 
have been raised by member schools over 
the past few weeks. 

High school spring sports officially 
cancelled for rest of school year
IHSAA said decision to end season due to 
coronavirus made with ‘sadness and regret’

The IHSAA suspended all high school sports and activities on March 17. The 
governing board continued the suspension through April 20, and last Friday offi-
cially cancelled all activities for the rest of the year. The decision also impacted 
activities like Weiser High School’s cheer team, above, which was looking for-
ward to another winning season at 3A competitions. 

  The youth baseball and 
softball program spon-
sored by the Weiser Rec-
reation Department is cur-
rently taking registrations. 
Registration deadline is 
April 22 but the league is 
subject to change due to 
the stay-home order.
  The leagues are open to 
boys ages 4-12 years of 
age and girls 4-14.
  For the younger chil-
dren there will be a co-ed 
t-ball league for those 4-6 

years old. The pitch league 
is also co-ed and is open to 
children 7-8 years old. The 
fee is $30 for city residents 
and $35 for county resi-
dents.
  Boys minors, age 9-10 
and majors age 11-12 as of 
May 1 registration fee is 
$46 for city residents and 
$51 for county residents.
  The girls U-11 league 
(9-11 years old) and girls 
U-14 (12-14 years old) 
fees are $46 for city resi-

dents and $51 for county 
residents. Participants 
must be the age of their di-
vision as of Jan. 1, 2020. 
Any eighth grade girl go-
ing into high school who 
has not participated in the 
high school softball pro-
gram may participate.
  For more information, 
call the Weiser Recreation 
Department at 208-414-
0301 or visit their website 
at cityofweiser.net/recrea-
tion. 

Youth baseball and softball league registration deadline is April 22
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Missing Out on 
the News? 

Receive it 24/7 online 
and get it delivered.

Call 208-549-1717
signalamerican.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Have News to Report? 
Call 549-1717

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Pursuant to established procedure, NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Washington County Board of Commissioners 
will hold a public hearing in the County Courthouse on April 
27, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. The purpose of the hearing is to consid-
er 2020 Fiscal Year Budget adjustments for needed changes 
and to increase spending authority to the Solid Waste Capi-
tal Expense line for the purpose of purchasing a replacement 
trailer.  The adjustment or adjustments to the 2020 Fiscal Year 
Budget to be considered will not affect levied property taxes.
The hearing officer shall be authorized to impose a five-
minute limitation on any oral testimony. If testimony is an-
ticipated to exceed that five-minute limit, it may be submitted 
in writing in advance to the Clerk’s office to be part of the 
record.
Any person needing special accommodations to participate in 
the above noticed meeting should contact the Clerk’s office at 
the County Courthouse seven days prior to the meeting.
	 Donna Atwood
	 Washington County Clerk	 17-1S

Scott R. Ellwood
Pro Se
1425 East Park Street
Weiser, Idaho 83672
Telephone: (208) 414-8331

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE THIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE STATE

OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY 
OF WASHINGTON

MAGISTRATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:	 )
					     )
BEVERLY JEAN ELLWOOD,		  )
					     )
	 Decedent.			   )
CASE NO. CV44-18-1163
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY Given that the undersigned has been 
appointed Personal Representative of the above-named De-
cedent. All persons having claims against the Decedent or 
her estate are required to present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first publication of this notice 
or said claims will be forever barred. Claims must either be 
presented to the undersigned at the address indicated or filed 
with the Clerk of the Court.
	 Scott R. Ellwood 
	 1425 East Park Street 
	 Weiser ID 83672 
	 (208) 414-8331	 16-3S

The following application(s) have been filed to appropriate 
the public waters of the State of Idaho:
67-15356
MARY E RIDOUT
2020 VALLEY VIEW DR
WEISER, ID 83672-1219
Point of Diversion   SWSWNE S29 T11N R05W WASHING-
TON County Source GROUND WATER 
Use: IRRIGATION 03/01 to 11/15 0.03 CFS
Total Diversion: 0.03 CFS
Date Filed: 01-06-2020
Place Of Use: IRRIGATION
T11N R05W S29 SWNE,SENW 
Total Acres: 1
Permits will be subject to all prior water rights.  For addi-
tional information concerning the property location, contact 
the Western office at (208)334-2190; or for a full description 
of the right(s), please see https://idwr.idaho.gov/apps/ExtS-
earch/WRApplicationResults/.  Protests may be submitted 
based on the criteria of Idaho Code § 42-203A. Any protest 
against the approval of this application must be filed with the 
Director, Dept. of Water Resources, Western Region, 2735 W 
AIRPORT WAY, BOISE ID 83705-5082 together with a pro-
test fee of $25.00 for each application on or before 5/4/2020. 
The protestant must also send a copy of the protest to the ap-
plicant.
GARY SPACKMAN, Director		
Published on 4/16/2020 and 4/23/2020	 16-2S

      YEAR TO DATE

$1,916,494.47

794,755.81
201,448.90

17,936.03

1,014,140.74

940,411.15

293,871.71
205,749.14

47,945.24

547,566.09

3,310,048.68

793,321.64
1,804,659.17

62,035.56

2,660,016.37

$2,211,105.44

3,368,310.11

3,032,731.46

3,464,364.50

17,280,691.66

17,597,113.56

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
GENERAL FUND
  BEGINNING BALANCE:
  RECEIPTS:
  EXPENDITURES:	
    PERSONNEL SERVICES
    OTHER SERVICES
    CAPITAL OUTLAY

  TOTAL EXPENDITURES
  ENDING BALANCE:

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
  BEGINNING BALANCE:
  RECEIPTS:
  EXPENDITURES:
    PERSONNEL SERVICES
    OTHER SERVICES
    CAPITAL OUTLAY

  TOTAL EXPENDITURES
  ENDING BALANCE:

PROPRIETARY FUNDS

  BEGINNING BALANCE:
  RECEIPTS:
  EXPENDITURES:
    PERSONNEL SERVICES
    OTHER SERVICES
    CAPITAL OUTLAY

  TOTAL EXPENDITURES
  ENDING BALANCE:

        QUARTER

$1,676,740.44

413,111.16
101,967.11

4,457.50

519,535.77

728,324.34

155,711.86
106,978.86

34,000.58

296,691.30

1,698,617.77

419,296.78
916,295.16

46,603.95

1,382,195.87

CITY OF WEISER
TREASURER'S QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT

QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2020
              % BUDGET

65.2

41.2
31.5

3.4

32.8

56.2

45.4
44.9

7.9

31.9

49.1

45.9
40.8
10.8

39.5

17-1S

Other governmental funds includes: Library, street, tort, special reserve, recreation, airport and employee benefit 
trust. Proprietary funds includes: Water bond, sewer improvement, sewer bond, water service, electric service, 
garbage collection, sewer, meter deposit, internal service and water improvement.
CITIZENS ARE INVITED TO INSPECT THE DETAILED SUPPORTING RECORDS OF THE ABOVE FINAN-
CIAL STATEMENT. (ID Code 50-1011)
		  Debra Dawson, Treasurer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed proposals will be received by the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game, c/o the MK Nature Center, 600 South Walnut 
St, Boise, Idaho 83712, until 2:00 p.m., prevailing local time, 
on May 6, 2020 for DFG Project No. 2019-120, Payette River 
WMA Shop.  Bids may also be mailed by U.S. Postal Service 
(USPS) to P.O. Box 25, Boise, Idaho 83707 but must arrive to 
the PO Box before 7:00 a.m. on May 6, 2020. Do not mail to 
600 South Walnut St when using USPS.
This project consists of the construction of a new 35’ x 61’ 
free-standing shop building and associated site improvements 
for the Payette River WMA Shop Building.  The construction 
includes tying into an onsite septic system, a concrete slab 
system, and work areas for a typical garage shop, including 
bathroom and shower.  The bid shall also include proposals 
for optional fencing and an optional covered storage area.
Proposals will be opened and publicly read at 2:00 p.m. on 
May 6, 2020 at the MK Nature Center.
A pre-bid tour of the project (highly recommended) will be 
held on April 30, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.  Contact the Bureau of 
Engineering, (208) 334-3730 by April 29, 2020 to make ar-
rangements to attend this tour.
Specifications, proposal forms and other information are on 
file for examination at the following locations:
Department of Fish and Game	
600 South Walnut, PO Box 25
Boise, ID  83707		
Associated General Contractors
1649 West Shoreline Drive, Suite 100
Boise, ID  83702
planroom@idahoagc.org
Dodge Data & Analytics
413-424-3291
dodge.docs@construction.com		
Spokane Regional Plan Center
PO Box 2968
209 N Havana St
Spokane, WA  99202
projectinfo@plancenter.net
Abadan Reprographics	
603 E 2nd Ave	
Spokane, WA  99202	
509-747-2964
planroom@abadanplancenter.com
iSqFt	
iSqFt Planroom
800-364-2059
866-570-8187 FAX
idaho@isqft.com
Construct Connect	
content@constructconnect.com	
A bid bond in the amount of 5% of the bid is required.
Documents may be obtained for bidding purposes from the 
Department of Fish and Game, Bureau of Engineering, Attn: 
Tim Eddy, Phone (208) 287-2842.  No deposit is required.  
However, documents shall be returned to the above address.
A Public Works Contractors License for the State of Idaho is 
required of the successful bidder prior to the award of a con-
tract.  If a bidder does not currently have a Public Works Con-
tractors License for the State of Idaho, he must verify the ca-
pability of obtaining a license prior to submitting a proposal.
MICHAEL S. MAFFEY
CHIEF, BUREAU OF ENGINEERING
IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME	 17-2S

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 431
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Board of Trustees of School 
District No. 431, Washington County, pursuant to Section 33-
601, Idaho Code, as amended, has determined that it is in the 
best interest of said school district to sell the property as iden-
tified below. An appraisal of school property as stated below 
has been duly made.
Description of property to be sold is as follows:
One (1) 1998 Freightliner – 71 passenger bus, diesel, auto 
transmission, Bus No. 18 (Possible problems with the trans-
mission).
Minimum bid for this bus is $750.00. Said property will be 
sold (by sealed bid only) to the highest bidder above mini-
mum and will be sold as is with no warranty. Bus must be 
removed from school district property no later than 2:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 15, 2020.
Sealed bids: A cashier’s check or money order for 100% of 
the bid must accompany the bid. The unsuccessful bidders 
will have their cashier’s checks or money orders returned im-
mediately after the sale.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids.
Sealed bids will be open at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2020 
at the Weiser School District Office, 925 Pioneer Road. Any 
bids received after the bid opening will not be considered. 
Contact Rod Gehrke at 208-414-0148 regarding questions 
about the bus or to schedule an appointment to inspect the 
bus.
Dated this 16th day of April, 2020.
Kyla Dickerson
School District No. 431
Washington County, Idaho	 17-1S
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Spruce up your home for spring!

Home Decor • Dishware • Wall Art • Lighting

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

Keep the numbers of these locally owned businesses
on hand for all of your service and shopping needs.

CEDARS
Handyman Service

WeDo It All!
References Gladl

y Provided

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

THE PAINT
GUYS
Spring Specials

Going On Now

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

PERCY
PAVING

Spring Driveway S
pecials

Crack-Free Guara
ntee

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

Grain Cabinet
Refacing

Save Time & Mone
y With Refacing

Free Estimates

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

HI-DEF ELECTRONIC
S

Home Theaters

Handheld Devices

HD TVs

Speakers & more

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsit
e.com

A&D
Financial Consultants

FREE Financial

Consultation

Call for your appointme
nt.

1234 Main St. • Anyto
wn

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

1234 Main St. • Anytown • 000-000-0000 • www.namewebsite.com
Veneer Boutique

Hurry In Today!

Save 25% Off
All Business Wear
Offer ends Date.

To advertise in our next specialty Business
Directory, call 000-000-0000, ext. 000.

Link’d Up Techies
Complete Computer Repair &

Support

1234 Main St. • Anytown

000-000-0000

www.namewebsite.com

Boro Travel Agency
Beach Vacation Pack

ages

Starting at$300 for 4 nights

Cruise Specials

Starting at$600 for 4 nights

Book online & save! Visit www.n
amewebsite.com today!

1234 Main St. • A
nytown • 000-000-0000

221 E. Court
Weiser414-1234

A Life Remembered

URGENT 
CARE 

CLINIC

Affordable 1 Stop Medical Care

Weiser, ID
(208) 414-8440

Ontario, OR
(541) 889-8410

www.physiciansprimarycare.org

FARM
COMMERCIAL
IRRIGATION,  INC.

431 E. First
Weiser

208-549-1907 1-800-390-1520

The Body Factory
“Auto Body Repair by 

Bob & Reba Elson”
208-452-4377

2310 N. Whitley Dr. 
Fruitland

Advertise Your Business Here
Contact Sheri Smit 
208-549-1717 or 

ads@signalamerican.com

Travis Hata
CCB #209990

hataelectric@yahoo.com

208.740.4843	 Ontario, Oregon

Gift Subscriptions
 Make a Great Gift
Call  549-1717

GLENN’S TRACTOR

Courteous • Competent • Caring

Shaffer Jensen
Memory Chapel

www.shaffer-jensenchapel.com

208-642-3333

Auto
SERVICE

1401 East 6th, Weiser 208-549-1332

Big Enough To
Serve You... 

Small Enough To
Know You... 

Get the News 24/7 
on all your 
devices at

signalamerican.com

Dallas Drilling & 
Pump Co.

Well drilling and repair
Pump sales and service

Solar pump systems

208-549-3799
solarbydallasco.com

Ford•Lincoln•Mercury
Chrysler•Plymouth•Dodge•Jeep

Hwy. 95 So. • 208-549-3310
www.hometownmotors.com

FARMERS SUPPLY

COOPERATIVE
265 E. Commercial•208-549-0584

Weiser, Idaho

Our Town Family 
Dentistry

W. Jason Carter, D.D.S.
William N. Carter, D.D.S.

Megan Lee, R.D.H.

(208) 414-4444
39 W. Idaho Street

Weiser, Idaho 83672

Rebecca’s Quilting

Custom face masks.
3 layers of quality cotton fabrics.
Now for sale at Pioneer Express!

698 Pioneer Rd.  Weiser, ID
For custom orders call or

 text 208-550-0274



SENIOR/DISABLED 
APARTMENTS 

AVAILABLE
WE HAVE SENIOR 
APARTMENTS (62 
or older and disa-
bled, regardless of 
age) AVAILABLE IN 
CAMBRIDGE, IDA-
HO.  RENT BASED 
ON INCOME.  
LAUNDRY FA-
CILITIES, FRIDGE, 
CARPET, BLINDS, 
ELECTRIC HEAT.  
FOR APPLICATION, 
CALL Cindi Nash – 
208-585-9325, EXT. 
#138 OR APPLY AT 
OFFICE – 377 COR-
NELL ST., MIDDLE-
TON, IDAHO.  Hear-
ing impaired – call 
Idaho Relay at 7-1-1 
SOUTHWESTERN 
IDAHO COOPERA-
TIVE HOUSING AU-
THORITY. 

EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY PROVIDER                                                                    
TENEMOS DE-
PA R TA M E N T O S 
PARA PERSONA 
DE AVANZADA 
EDAD (62 o mayor 
o incapacitados, sin 
importar edad)  DIS-
PONIBLES EN CAM-
BRIDGE, IDAHO. LA 
RENTA SE BASA EN 
SUS INGRESOS. 
LOS DEPARTA-
MENTOS INCLUY-
EN LAVANDERIA, 
REFRIGERADOR, 
CARPETA, PER-
SIANAS, CALEFAC-
CION ELECTRICO. 
PARA UNA SOLICI-
TUD LLAME A Cindi 
Nash AL 208-585-
9325, EXT. 138, 
O APPLIQUÉ EN 
NUESTRA OFICINA 
377 CORNELL ST., 
MIDDLETON, ID. 
PERSONAS CON 
PROBLEMAS AU-
DITIVOS LLAME 
Idaho Relay a 7-1-1 
SOUTHWESTERN 
IDAHO COOPERA-
TIVE HOUSING AU-
THORITY.  
PROVEDOR DE 
IGUALDAD EN 
OPORTUNIDADES                

Gift 
Subscriptions 

Make the 
Perfect Gift

Call
208-549-1717

to order
one today

C&B Storage
Units Available

5x10 & 10x10 units
Call

208-549-0646

RS Landscaping
Tree and shrub trimming and 

removal, stump grinding, rock/
bark/stone installation and 

repair, fine grading and fencing.

Rex Shippy 208-602-0987

Real Estate

HUGGINS CONSTRUCTION

208-549-1551 

FULL SERVICE 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

and
Local Backhoe Service & 
Septic Tank/Leach 1-1100

40 Years in Business

RCT3513

Find us on-line 24/7 at 
signalamerican.com

Answer to this week’s puzzle 
and additional puzzles are 
available on our website  are a 

Shippy Lawn Mowing 

You Grow It,
We Mow It!!

Curtis 208-830-4459

Gift  Subscriptions Make the Perfect Gift! 

 Call 208-549-1717
signalamerican.com

THE CITY OF WEISER
IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS
FOR A LIFEGUARD FOR THE 

WEISER POOL
Must be at least 16 years of age, have cur-
rent lifeguard and CPR certifications. Du-
ties will include but not limited to watching 
over swimmers, keeping up on pool main-
tenance, and working with the public. Ap-
plicant must have the ability to lift 50 lbs, 
work weekends, work holidays, and have a 
flexible work schedule. Applicant must be 
able to follow written and verbal directions. 
This position is seasonal for approximately 
3 months. Hours per week will vary. Starting 
wage is $7.25 or depending on experience. 
Closing date is 5:00 p.m. on May 8, 2020. 
Applications are available at the Weiser 
Recreation Department. The City of Weiser 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Wanted

www.selectpropertiesllc.com

Rod Panike- Broker- 550-1414
Gilbert Ball - 550-0117
Amber Moore - 405-8164

Skip Davis - 550-1420
Earl Henderson - 741-9481
Julie Chandler - 550-1121

Alicia Cavazos - 901-0467
Michelle Charlton-Panike - Office Manager

Bailey Chandler - Office Assistant 

524 E. 7th, Weiser
OFFICE - 208-549-2112

Melanie Davidson-Hickey • 208-861-3721
Francene Hickey • 208-550-0233

Katie Rollins • 208-585-8604
Lena Barbot • 208-860-1612

504 State Street • Weiser, ID 83672
This week’s featured listing:

REDUCED -  JUDY’S WEISER IN Family owned restaurant for 
sale, profitable & popular with locals and visitors! $329,000

Services

Nice level row crop farm. Presently all planted in alfalfa. Can raise most 
any crop raised in valley. 79 acres irrigated with 6 Travis wheel lines. 7 
home building rights available. $769,000.

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

AVAILABLE
WE ARE TAKING 
A P P L I C AT I O N S 
FOR TWO AND 
THREE BEDROOM 
A P A R T M E N T S 
AT CAMBRIDGE 
APARTMENTS IN 
CAMBRIDGE, IDA-
HO.  RENT BASED 
ON INCOME, LAUN-
DRY HOOKUPS, 
FRIDGE, BLINDS, 
ELECTRIC HEAT. 
FOR APPLICA-
TION, APPLY AT 
377 CORNELL ST., 
IDAHO OR CALL 
CINDI NASH – 208-
585-9325 Ext. #138.  
SOUTHWESTERN 
IDAHO COOPERA-
TIVE HOUSING AU-
THORITY.  EQUAL 
O P P O R T U N I T Y 
PROVIDER.             
                                                                                                                                    
Estamos aceptando 
aplicaciones para 
apartamentos de dos 
y tres recamaras en 
Cambridge Apart-
ments, en Cam-
bridge, Idaho. La 
renta se basa en sus 
ingresos, los apar-
tamentos incluyen 
lavanderia en la 
casa, irefrigerador, 
persianas, calefac-
cion electrico. Para 
una applicacion, ap-
pliqué a 377 Cornell 
St., Idaho ó llame a 
Cindi Nash al 208-
585-9325 Ext. 138. 
Southwestern Idaho 
Cooperative Housing 
Authority.    

Provedor de Igual-
dad de Oportunidad
es                                                                                



16 WEISER SIGNAL AMERICAN, Wednesday, April 22, 2020

Hurry!
Last 

Chance

Murphy
Beds

2 for $699

Weiser woman follows dream of flying for a living
by Nicole Miller
  When Chandelle Huerta 
was born, her parents chose 
her unusual name with a 
unique meaning: a French 
aerial movement where 
you take off and take a 
180-degree turn. 
  Her father was a pilot, 
and Chandelle began flying 
with him in his Cessna 182 
or Skymaster almost from 
day one. Together, they at-
tended fly-ins all over the 
country and made a yearly 
trip to Florida to see her 
grandma.  
  These activities were the 
seeds that planted Huerta’s 
dream of becoming an air-
line pilot. 
  Huerta’s dream lasted 
several years until she at-
tended a large aviation 
seminar, where she was 
able to listen to airline pi-
lots talk about their jobs. 
  The schedule of a few 
days on and a few days 
off did not appeal to her 
because she did not think 
that kind of schedule would 
work whenever she became 
a mom. 
  She decided that instead 
of pursuing a career as an 
airline pilot, she would get 
a private pilot’s license and 
look for another career path 
that still involved flying.  
  During her junior year of 
high school, she took one 
part of an online ground 
school class through Utah 

Valley University. 
  By that time she had 
moved to Weiser, where 
her dad had started a wild-
land firefighting business 
that kept him pretty busy 
and left little time to fly.  
  Because of this, Huerta 
was not able to apply the 

things that she was learning 
in the ground school and 
she felt that none of the in-
formation stuck in her head 
for very long. 
  She decided that her new 
aviation career dream was 
to become a LifeFlight pi-
lot. She took an EMT-basic 

class during her senior year 
of high school. Even the pi-
lots for LifeFlight have to 
be paramedics, so this was 
the first step in fulfilling 
that dream.
  She quickly learned that 
EMT work was not for her, 
so she began to pursue oth-

er interests.  She earned an 
associate’s degree and has 
held a variety of jobs be-
fore taking over her dad’s 
wildland firefighting busi-
ness for a few years. The 
dream of being a pilot still 
hung tight. 
  “Every time I saw an air-
plane fly by I always said 
to myself, ‘that will be me 
one day,’” Huerta said
   Huerta was able to start 
her flight training through 
Nikita Clark, a certified 
flight instructor out of Pay-
ette in January. Her training 
so far has only taken her 
three months, but this has 
included about 50 hours of 
flight time, both dual and 
solo. 
  She has also completed 
cross country flights (dual 
and solo) and a night cross 
country flight with her in-
structor. 
  She has had to fly into 
towered airports (dual and 
solo) and has had to have 
a few hours of instrument 
training. 
  Many people take a lot 
longer to get their private 
pilot license, but Huerta 
has been trying to fly two 
to three times per week (as 
weather permits) and has 
been studying really hard 
to complete this training in 
a short amount of time.
  While she is still decid-
ing on exactly how to use 
the license for a full-time 

career, she is on the path of 
achieving her dreams. 
  Huerta will earn her pri-
vate pilot license shortly if 
everything goes according 
to plan. After that she is go-
ing to take a couple tests to 
become a ground instruc-
tor so that she can help her 
flight instructor with some 
of his other students and 
be able to earn some more 
money towards her flight 
training.  
  For a full-time career, 
she will need additional 
training and up to 1,500 
hours of flight time and 
three to five years of expe-
rience. 
  Huerta shared that her 
favorite thing about flying 
is the freedom that she feels 
while she’s up in the air. 
  “It’s peaceful and my 
other worries just wash 
away for a few moments 
as I take in the beautiful 
scenery around me. It’s like 
I’m untouchable and free,” 
Huerta said. 
  Of all the things her fu-
ture as a pilot holds, Huerta 
is most looking forward 
to taking her family up in 
the plane to experience the 
freedom of flight with her.  
  Her student license pro-
hibits her from carrying 
passengers, but one of the 
first things she plans to do 
after she gets her private pi-
lot license is take her hus-
band, Emilio, for a flight.  

Chandelle Huerta is close to getting her private pilot’s license and then will pursue more training

Chandelle Huerta fell in love with flying at a young age. Her dad is a pilot and 
together they went to fly-ins all over the country. Huerta hopes to work in avia-
tion when she completes her pilot’s license.
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